Who is responsible for maintaining watercourses - Riparian Ownership /Responsibility

Who is a Riparian Owner?

Under common law the land / property owner(s) is / are the riparian owner(s) of any watercourse if
it is within, under or adjacent to the boundaries of their land / property. Where a watercourse is
between two or more property boundaries, it is assumed that each owner is responsible for the
maintenance of the watercourse to the centre of that watercourse, unless it is known to be owned
by someone else. For example, even if the Title Deeds for Owner A’s property show the boundary to
be the fence, they have riparian rights and responsibilities to the centre of the watercourse.
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You have the right to protect your property against flooding from the watercourse and also to
prevent erosion of the watercourse banks or any structures.

Riparian Owner Responsibilities:

As a riparian owner your responsibilities include a duty to maintain the bank and bed of your section
of the watercourse or culverted section, to avoid it becoming blocked or overgrown.



