East Coker Farmland
and Farmland Walk

This slightly longer walk (4.5 miles, 7.2 km) crosses some of the

most productive, yet still beautiful, farmland in this country.

It extends into neighbouring Barwick Parish, from where there
are excellent views of this lovely region. The wealth of flora, trees
and hedgerows and the peacefulness of the countryside attracts an

abundance of wildlife. Depending upon the location, time of day

and the season, look out for badgers, roe deer, bats, water voles,
dormice, brown hare as well as many types of insects and birds. It
is marked in Purple on the Discover East Coker map and walkers
should refer to OS Explorer Map 129 for more detail.
Countryside paths can be muddy at times and waterproof
footwear is advised. At times, when crops obstruct rights of way, a
permissive path may be in place. Some stiles may be impassable
for larger dogs. Park considerately and start at the Village Hall
(Grid Ref. ST537128)



From the Village Hall turn left into Halves Lane. At the T junction,
turn left signposted North Coker 1/4 mile/Yeovil 2 1/2 miles over the
bridge passing West Orchard on your left. Turn immediately right
onto a public bridleway signposted East Coker 1/2 mile and
waymarked The Monarch’s Way. Turn left at the first stile signposted
Pavyotts Mill % mile. Follow the footpath behind the back of
Hymerford House gardens. The Rose Tower in Barwick Park can be
seen on the horizon. At the end of the field, ignore the stile by the
S-way signpost but take the double gate, or stile, just to the left.
Walk diagonally across the field towards the right hand end of the
houses (Tellis Cross). Pass through a gate, and follow a hedgerow to
the right. Continue straight ahead, via another three stiles and gates to
reach Redlands Farm.

Redlands Farm
The fields around Redlands Farm exhibit important features of many
farms in this area. Unlike some other regions, most of them retain the
hedgerow structure that is important for the health of the countryside.
The hedgerows and field margins provide habitat for birds, mammals
and insects. Butterflies, and bees are essential for pollination. Various
beetles and spiders consume aphids that can damage arable crops.

Continue on the road, passing another road on the left, going straight
ahead signposted Pavyotts Farm s mile. As the track bends to the left
proceed straight ahead into a property’s drive. Immediately on the
right cross the waymarked stile, stopping to admire the lovely views
to the south. Turn left alongside the wall, passing Patchlake Cottages
gardens. Go through the gate and turn right signposted Pavyotts Mill
1/4 mile. Follow the hedgerow and cross a waymarked stile on the
right. Drop down into the marshy hollow and continue for some



distance towards Pavyotts Mill. At the wooden gate, turn left,
signposted Dorchester Road. Pass through another iron gate. Pavyotts
Mill can be seen on the right. Turn left along the lane. In 50 metres
take the often concealed footpath on the right signposted Barwick 5/8
mile. Cross the arable field towards the A37, heading in an 11 o’clock
direction to a point 150 metres to the left of Lower Key Farm. Look
back at the view of Pavyott’s Mill and East Coker’s parklands.

Pavyott’s Mill
Pavyott’s Mill is named after a former owner. Situated near the south-
east parish boundary, records indicate that a boundary dispute in 1280
was settled by jury finding the mill to be in Coker. Pavyott’s Mill
House is a Grade II listed building dating mainly from around 1600
but built on earlier foundations. The single storey lean-to on the west
side 1s all that remains of the former water mill, the rest of the house
having evidence of works from later centuries.

A stile with an opening to its left, leads to a stone stile with a white
arrow. Continue straight to another wooden stile to reach the A37, the
route of an old Roman road. Turn left, following the pavement for
about 20 metres. Cross the A37 carefully to follow a signposted path
up a slope to a ladder stile over a fence into an arable field. Now in
Barwick Parish, the right of way over farmland is often obscured with
arable crops and can be very muddy after wet weather. An alternative
easier route is through Barwick village.

Alternative route: From the ladder stile walk across the field in an 11
o’clock direction towards the nearest house with prominent solar
panels on its roof. On reaching the field boundary, turn left and go to
a stile into a small paddock. Cross this paddock, over another stile,
across another paddock and through a kissing gate with the cemetery
to the left. Go on to St Mary Magdalene Church. At the church, turn
right onto the road and follow this down into the village. Bear right
opposite the Village Hall and right again opposite the Village School
into Bridle Way. Follow this road uphill tothe T junction. Turn right,
following the grass verge as far as the A37 Dorchester to Yeovil road,
rejoining the main route at this point.

For the main walk, from the ladder stile proceed straight ahead in a
12 o’clock direction towards a prominent row of houses lined up the
opposite hillside. Pass to the right of two large trees in the centre of
the field. Head straight on to the nearest part of the field boundary
with a prominent white house to the right in the distance. At the field
boundary, turn sharp right across the field heading towards the obelisk
on the horizon. Continue to a double stile with footbridge across a
brook. Cross the brook and head towards the right of more houses on
the southern edge of Barwick. Pass through a waymarked metal gate.



Follow the footpath across the stream, head uphill and aim for
75 metres to the right of the thatched cottage on the ridge. On
reaching the top of the hill look back at views of St Michael’s Church
in East Coker, St Mary Magdalene Church, the Barwick follies and
the beautiful farmland and pastures, most of which is Grade 1 land.

Grade 1 Arable Land
Agricultural land is graded in quality according to its cropping range
and the level and consistency of yield. Grade 1 land has little or no
limitations to its use and produces very high yields of consistent
quality, even for winter cropping vegetables. It frequently gives two
croppings per year

Cross the stile and turn right, following the grass verge to the A37.
Take care crossing this busy road to a footpath opposite. Cross a stile
and head to the right of a single oak tree with Darvole Farm Cottages
ahead. Cross the next double stile, turn right and walk round the edge

of the field as far as a concealed stile through the hedgerow. This is
before a small oak tree and 100 metres before the farm buildings. Turn
left onto the road past the Parish East Boundary Stone. Pass the
cottages and as the road bends left but before Darvole Farm, take the
footpath to the right through the farm gate, signposted Moor Lane 3/4
mile. Head towards the left corner of this field. Pavyott’s Mill can be
seen to the right and St Michael’s Church and Coker Court in the
distance. Cross a stile, down a slope to a bridge and straight across the
field to a farm gate. Walk straight across another field to a waymarked
gate. Walk straight across this field to a gap in the hedge with a tree to
the right. On the other side of the hedge is the raised bank around
Pavyott’s Mill lakes which are not visible from the footpath. Pass
through the iron gate. Follow alongside the fenced track to the right
and a brook to the left. Cross the stile and walk across another field
keeping to the left of the oak trees. East Coker Cemetery Chapel and
St Michael’s are still in view ahead. At the stile, turn right. Turn left at
the next footpath signposted Helyar Arms 1/2 mile. Cross the stile,
following a hedge to the right. Continue past a stile and farm gate as
far as the corner of the field. Cross the stile and turn left to follow the
brook until the footpath opens onto Moor Lane. Continue straight on
to the Helyar Arms. At the T junction, turn right past the Paddock and
follow the village road to the right, passing the Cemetery and
Millennium stone. At the next junction, turn left to return to the
Village Hall.
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