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For nearly half of its length this walk (3.9 miles, 6.3 
km) follows the long distance path known as Monarch’s Way. It 
returns round the northern area of the parish, passing one of the 

oldest properties in the area.  It is marked in Dark Blue on the 
Discover East Coker map and walkers should refer to OS Explorer 

Map 129 for more detail. Countryside paths can be muddy at 
times and waterproof footwear is advised. Park considerately and 

start at the Village Hall (Grid Ref. ST537128) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Village Hall turn right into Halves Lane and immediately 
right into Drakes Meadow. Follow the tarmac road round to the left 
and right onto a footpath and turn left onto the road towards a large 

old building (East Coker Mill) 
 

.  
Before the Mill, turn right onto the footpath signposted Chapel Row 
1/6 mile over a stile. Follow the right of the field to the rear of Mill 
Close gardens. The Pavilion and playing fields are to the left. At the 
next stile, turn right past Chapel Row on Long Furlong Lane. This 

building originally housed the East Coker Workhouse. At the  
T junction, turn sharp left into Burton. After the row of cottages, take 
the kissing gate on the right signposted Naish Priory 3/4 mile. This 

follows a red brick wall and then joins a track adjoining North Coker 
House to the right.  This walled garden supplied all the needs of the 

house in fruit and vegetables until North Coker House was converted 
into apartments.  On reaching Herne Cottage, take the footpath to the 
left of the cottage which runs along a hollow following the edge of 

North Coker Park to the right. At the crossway of four paths, proceed 
straight ahead through a kissing gate. The views are more open, and 
there are signs of badger activities along the pathway.  At the next 

kissing gate and three way footpath sign, turn right signposted Placket 
1/2 mile. Naish Priory is immediately on the right.  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Naish Priory 
 

A Grade 1 listed building, the major part of Naish Priory dates from 
the mid to late 14th century and was linked with the de Courtenay 
family. The rights to the royal Coker Manor having been passed to 

them via other families from estates given by William II (son of 
“William the Conquerer”). Originally a chantry dedicated to prayer 
for the souls of his family by Huw de Courtenay 2nd Earl of Devon, 

the building had changed for more secular use as a country house with 
a chapel by Tudor times. The de Courtenay family members held 

important civic, military, political and religious positions, with Huw, 
the 2nd Earl, and his son being High Admirals of the West Seas 

during the time of the Hundred Years War. Significant changes to the 
building did not occur until the Victorian era which added a south 
western wing, a second storey to the central section and a galleried 

staircase tower.  At a 3-way junction of paths, turn right and continue 
to the Yeovil Road junction. 

 
Follow the lane to the junction (Nash Lane) and continue straight 

ahead past the post box and cottages on the right. Ignore the turning 
(Longlands Lane) to the right and proceed straight ahead at the next 
bend past the lane (Gunville Lane) to the right. After two houses on 
the left, go straight on along a footpath, signposted Placket 1/4 mile. 
There are beautiful views along this lane of East Coker Parish and the 

borders of Dorset. 



 
Alternative Route: Continue straight ahead across the Yeovil Road 
and passed the Cattery. Just before a slight bend in the road to the 
left, take the footpath over a stile signposted Patchlake 1/3 mile to 

join up with the Monarch’s Way at the four way signpost. 
 

For the full walk, turn left along Yeovil Road and at the next 
junction, turn right into Lower East Coker Road. This point is quite 

close to the Parish North Boundary Stone in Sandhurst Road. 
Continue straight on this lane, passed the left fork of Tarratt Road. 

Just before this lane opens out at a staggered junction, take the public 
bridleway signposted Pavyotts Mill 1 mile to the right, passing to the 
left of Tarratt House and St. Margarets Hospice. This is a beautiful 
green lane and is part of the Monarch’s Way. It runs southwards 

parallel with the A37 road which is itself built on the route of an old 
Roman Road. The green lane ends at a T-junction with Pavyotts 
Lane. Turn right and after a short distance fork left Sign posted 

Pavyotts Mill. After 20 metres turn right up a track to join a public 
footpath signposted Foxholes 1/2 mile. Follow the path along the 

edge of the field and through the gate at the end next to the four way 
signpost. 

 
The alternative route rejoins here. 

At this point, the field ahead and to the right is the 
site of a Roman Villa. 

 
 
 
 

A  Roman Road and a Roman Villa 
 

The eastern boundary of the Parish abuts the A37, originally the 
Roman road from Ilchester (Lendiniae) to Dorchester (Durnovaria). 

The remains of a Roman villa were found in a field in the 18th century 
called ‘Chesels’ (piles of stones). This included a decorated mosaic 

floor showing 'a greyhound pursuing a hare, a buck pursued by some 
dogs, and a Mercury's head' along with 'a beautiful square containing a 

circle' with various figures within it. Sadly, the tenant farmer 
ploughed up the remains of the floor. Later in 1820 a mid 4th century 
'tesselated pavement' was found nearby depicting a hunting scene and 

can now be seen in the Somerset County Museum in Taunton. 
 



 
The Monarch’s Way 

 
The Monarch's Way is a 615-mile (990 km) long distance footpath in 
England that follows what is believed to be the escape route taken by 

King Charles II in 1651 after being defeated in the Battle of 
Worcester. Having apparently reached the Dorset coast at Charmouth 
via the Mendip Hills and the Somerset levels for a ship to France, the 

plan had failed and the King had to travel back eastwards. His 
passage through East Coker parish from the Hardington Mandeville 

direction eventually was to lead across the River Yeo to Trent in 
Dorset. Here he stayed overnight before setting out for the south coast 

and exile to France 
 

Turn left signposted to Pavyotts Mill 1/4 mile, over a stile and 
following the path round Patchlake Cottage garden. At the next gate 

and three way signpost, head towards Pavyotts Mill 1/4 mile, keeping 
to the left of the hedge. This slope provides a wonderful vantage point 

of surrounding countryside and views of East Coker. Cross the stile 
into the adjacent narrow marshy field and follow the hedge on your 

left to the next three way signpost. Turn right to Moor Lane 3/4 mile. 
Pass through a wooden gate and then an iron gate to follow the brook 
to the left. At the next stile on the left, cross the bridge and another 

stile and follow the brook to the right.  Cross a number of stiles, still 
keeping along the edge of the brook and passing Redlands Farm off to 

the right. The footpath generally follows the stream. Some of the 
hollows along or near to the water course were retting ponds which 

were used in the production of sailcloth and rope.  
 



 
 

Retting Ponds 
East Coker was once a key player in the production of ropes and cloth 

for sailmaking (see the Maritime Heritage Walk). Fibres from flax, 
grown locally, were separated from the stems by the process of 

retting. This involved placing small bundles of stalks in open retting 
ponds, supplied with water from the local streams. The stalks would 

rot and the fibres became separate from the woody core. 
 

At the five way intersection of footpaths, cross the stile and keep 
straight ahead signposted Moor Lane 1/4 mile, passing the back of 

Hymerford House. At the stile, turn right onto Moor Lane and 
continue to the junction opposite West Orchard. Turn left and then 

immediately right returning to the Village Hall. 
 
 



 
 

Hymerford House  
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