
East Coker Parish Council M inutes 10th January 2024 
Attendees: Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hall, Cllr Sugg, Cllr Carter- Uren, Cllr Walker, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Mead, Cllr Wakely, 
Cllr Warwick-Mortimer & Clerk J. Heggarty.  
Public Attendance: 1 member of the public.  
Meeting commenced at 7:00pm at East Coker Pavilion.    
24/01 To receive apologies and reasons for non-attendance 

Apologies were received from Cllr Hodge. 
24/02  There were no declarations of interest in items on this agenda.  
24/03 Approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 13th December 2023  

Meeting minutes for the 13th December 2023 were approved.  Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded:  Cllr 
Carter-Uren Vote: All in favour Action: The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair and Clerk. 
Clerk to publish. 

24/04  Public Question Time 

(1) Members of the Public. None 

(2) Unitary Councillors. Mike Hewitson delivered his monthly report. 

(3) Chairs Report.  Cllr Cowen advised that the poplar tree next to the play area will be pollarded on 

the 24th January.  He noted that two more curb stoned had been removed from the village 

stream in East Coker and cemented back in position by the council; he also thought it would be 

sensible to close the gate to the recreation ground car park on an irregular basis to put off people 

parking there overnight. (Cllr Hall agreed to do this once a new padlock had been procured).  

24/05  To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
A 15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford. Nothing to report. 
24/06 Finance. To approve the following items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers.   

Clerk had sent finance reports out prior to meeting.  Proposal:  Approve the accounts and proceed 
with payment of invoices Proposed: Cllr Walker Seconded: Cllr Wakely Vote: All agreed Action:  
Finance accounts approved for the month and Clerk to pay all invoices. 

24/07 Memorial requests and correspondence. No memorial requests had been received. 
24/08  Matters for discussion and resolution: 

a. Dog Training at the recreation ground was discussed and a proposal made to agree to this. Proposed:  
Cllr Sugg Seconded:  Cllr Wakely Vote:  All agreed Action:  Clerk to update dog trainer that her 
request had been agreed but subject to the following conditions: 

 a charge of  £10 per hour,   

 an initial six-week trial period,  

 the area which is to be used is to the rear of the children’s play area, but this can be reviewed if 
found to be unsuitable,  

 a fence is to be erected prior to any sessions and then removed after.  

 all dog mess is to be collected and taken away for disposal.  It is not to be disposed of in the 
recreation ground dog bin.   

 dogs are to be kept on leads at all times,  

 the trainer takes full responsibility for the activities she performs and she must send a copy of her 
insurance to the Clerk prior to commencement.   

 there should be no conflict in use of the recreation ground with other paying users, such as the 
football club, pre-school, scouts etc.  

A contract of the above will be drawn up and must be signed prior to commencement.  . 
24/09 To receive the Clerk’s report. The Clerk advised she had nothing to report. 
24/10 Receive correspondence from Somerset Council. There was no correspondence..  
24/11 Receive and discuss parishioner correspondence. There was no correspondence.  
24/12     Working Group Reports and Updates 

1. Pavilion Modernisation  
Cllr Wintersgill advised that there had not been a further meeting of the working group but there 
would be one prior to the next council meeting. 

2. Parish Communications 
As the council is short of two councillors it was agreed to advertise for candidates. 

3. Cemetery Working Group  



a.    Badger Survey.  Cllr Comstive was not present, but he had advised Cllr Cowen that he had 
obtained a quote for a badger survey for £750.00 + VAT.  Cllr Mead said that proposed works in the 
cemetery could not be carried out until a survey had been done.  Cllr Wintersgill suggested that 
Somerset Council may have a person who can do the survey for a cheaper price.  Proposal:  Clerk to 
contact Somerset Council to find out if they have a surveyor who could carry out a survey for less that 
£750.00.  If they cannot, Clerk to ask Cllr Comstive to arrange for a survey to be carried out with the 
contractor he had found.   Proposed:  Cllr Wintersgill Seconded:  Cllr Carter-Uren. Vote: all agreed. 
Action: as per proposal. 

4. Wellbeing.  
a. 100 Club. Cllr Wintersgill advised that although there had been a promising start more members 

were needed.  She would chase up several people who had said they would take part but had not 
yet instructed their banks with standing orders.  The Clerk will send Cllr Wintersgill the list of 
signed up participants.  The first draw is scheduled to take place at the parish council meeting in 
February. 

b. Live Nativity - Wash Up.   Cllr Cowen said that he thought it had been a great success and thanked 
everyone who was involved.  The total raised was £1,385. A number of suggestions were made to 
make improvements for future events. Proposal: A similar Live Nativity to be held on the 8th 
December 2024. Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Walker Vote: All agreed.  
5. LCN.  Cllr Wakely said he will attend the next scheduled meeting on 25th January.  
6. Speed Indicator Device (SID).  Cllr Walker said he had prompted the Highways department 
for a date for installation of the posts for the SID but had not had a response yet. He had also 
found and applied for a Chapter 8 training course to be held in February costing £320 + VAT. 

23/186 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer. Nothing to report 
Alms Houses. Clerk asked Cllr Warwick -Mortimer if she had filled in the application form to become the 
Parish Council’s representative for the Alms houses.  She said she hadn’t received the email so Clerk will 
re send. 

23/187 To discuss and identify Highways Issues. There is a large pothole by the Paddock in East Coker near 
the letter box; the white lines between Tellis Cross and the Cattery in North Coker are very badly worn and 
need re-painting; there is a blocked drain at the triangle near the bus stop in North Coker which needs 
attention (Cllr Mead suspects it is a collapsed drain).  There is also a lot of water on A37 Key Bridge which is 
causing a hazard as it is being spread by cars and then freezing.  Clerk will report all these issues to Somerset 
Highways.  Cllr Sugg also advised that she had not been contacted by the gully jetting company.  Clerk advised 
that she had emailed contact details for Cllr Sugg but she would chase gully jetting company up. 
23/188 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.  Cllr Sugg advised that she had spoken to the 
village ranger regarding the possibility of the ranger scheme being axed by SC but the ranger advised that she 
had been told that there were no plans to do this.  Cllr Walker requested that the white railings between the 
Saw Mills and the West Orchard in North Coker are cleaned. 
23/189 To discuss and resolve the following topics; 
Resolution sought to exclude the public (Non Parish Council Members) 
23/190 Agenda items for the next meeting. 
Village Events Board 
Children’s play area at the recreation ground to be jet washed 
Meeting finished at 8.45pm. 
 
Chair…………………………………………………….. 
 
Clerk ……………………………………………………. 
 


