East Coker Parih CouncilM hutes 14™ Febmary 2024
Attendees: ClIr Cowen, ClIr Hodge, Clir Hall, Clir Carter- Uren, Clir Walker, Cllr Wintersgill, Clir Mead, Clir
Warwick-Mortimer & Clerk J. Heggarty.
Public Attendance: 14 members of the public
Meeting commenced at 7:00pm at East Coker Pavilion.
24/18 To receive apologies and reasons for non-attendance.
Apologies were received from ClIr Sugg, Clir Wakely and Cllr Comstive
24/19 There were no declarations of interest for any items on this agenda.
24/20 Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 10"January 2024 Proposed: Clir
Warwick-Mortimer Seconded: ClIr Hall Vote: 8 in favour 1 abstention.
Agree the minutes of the Parish Council Precept meeting held on the 24t January 2024 Proposed:
Clir Walker Seconded: Clir Warwick Mortimer. Vote: All agreed
Action: The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair and Clerk. Clerk to publish.
24/21 Public Question Time
(1) 12 Members of the Public were present at the meeting. 3 members of the public spoke in
objection to item 24/23c. 2 members of the public spoke about their idea of holding a village
picnic at the recreation ground on the 22"%une 2024. 1 member of the public spoke and asked
to be considered for a Parish Councillor role. One member of the public spoke about the parish
council for Closworth, Sutton Bingham and Pendomer.
(2) Unitary Councillors. Mike Hewitson and Patrick Oliver delivered a monthly report of SC.
24/22 Chairs Report and 100 Club number draw. Clirs were invited to draw the first 100 club winning
numbers. The winning numbers were 1%t 5 winning £120.00 2" 12 winning £60.00 and 3™ 15 Winning £20.00
Action: The clerk will update winner and make payments.
Clir Cowen advised that he had received a call from the community police. They hope to be attending some of
our future meetings but were able to give January crime rate figures for the whole parish. The Clerk and ClIr
Cowen will be attending a meeting organised by Yeovil Town Council discussing SC devolution on 20t Feb.

24/23 To discuss and make observations on SC Planning Applications

a 15/01000/0UT Location: Keyford (nothing to report)

b 24/00249/TPO Location: Land at OS 0020 Tellis Cross, North Coker Application: Felling of a tree
with a TPO. ClIr Walker said he would support the tree being felled due to safety concerns. Clir
Mead said he felt that this decision should be left to the Somerset Council Arborist. Proposal:
Somerset Arborist to make the decision based on their findings. Proposed: Clir Mead Seconded:
Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Vote: 7 in favour 1 against Action: Clerk to update Somerset Council

¢ 24/00120/REM Location: Land to Rear of Long Acre 137 West Coker Road Yeovil Application:
Reserved Matters application for the approval of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
following outline approval 22/01500/0UT for the erection of 1 dwelling. It was felt that this
application was significantly different from the approved original approved outline plans. The
garage had been doubled in size, is now free standing rather than adjoined and with double height
could easily be converted into a dwelling at a later date. The proposed property has now been re-
orientated making one corner very close to the neighbouring house and, being higher, could
overlook the neighbouring garden. The access via a small lane would be a safety concern for
neighbours and residents who live in the area. This application bears little resemblance to the
previous plans Proposal: Size. The application is for a house of a significantly larger footprint than
the one approved in 22/01500/0UT. It also includes a quadruple garage which, taken with the
house, almost doubles the size of the original. It is also much larger than the other properties
along the lane so cannot be said to be in proportion. Additionally, it would be set higher than its
immediate neighbours giving rise to privacy concerns. Orientation. The new design has placed one
corner very close to the neighbouring property which seems unnecessary given the size of the site.
The new orientation appears to have been designed to accommodate the very large garage rather
than making the best use of the site. It would also preclude larger vehicles (vans, lorries etc) being
able to turn leading to them having to reverse along the access lane with consequent safety
implications. Drainage. The new design places the large drain complex very close to the
neighbour's property with consequent danger of run-off especially given the difference in
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topographical height between the two properties or these reasons it does not conform to the East
Coker Neighbourhood Plan, Policy ECCN 2.
Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Hodge Vote: 7 in favour 1 abstention.
Action: Clerk to update Somerset Planning.
24/00147/S73A Location: Land Adjacent Former Methodist Chapel Moor Lane Application:
S73A application to vary condition 2(approved plans) to allow change of external roof covering
material from thatch to Rosemary plain tiles; in relation to approval 19/01317/FUL for the erection
of a new dwelling. When discussing this application, it was felt that the original roofing of thatch
should remain. This property sits within the conservation area, and in close proximity to a grade
two listed thatch property and the use of tiles rather than thatch would look out of keeping and
does not fit the ECPC Neighbourhood Plan policy ECCN1. Proposal: The proposed dwelling is
inside the conservation area and is in close proximity to a listed building. The inclusion of a
thatched roof in the original design was considered an integral and fitting part of the overall look
of the property in its particular setting. This application does not fit the East Coker
Neighbourhood Plan policy ECCN 1: Design in the Conservation Areas Proposed: Cllr Hodge
Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All agreed Action: Clerk to update Somerset Council.
Finance. To approve the following items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers.
Clerk had sent finance reports out prior to meeting. Proposal: Approve the accounts and proceed
with payment of invoices Proposed: Clir Carter Uren Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All agreed
Action: Finance accounts approved for the month and Clerk to pay all invoices.
A possible fee increase for East Coker Pre-School was discussed. It was felt that as there
was no increase last year that an increase in line with inflation of 4% would be fair. Proposal:
Increase rent in line with inflation of 4% Proposed: Clir Hodge Seconded: Clir Wintersgill Vote:
All agreed. Action: Clerk to update preschool.
Discuss a possible fee for East Coker Pre-School use of recreation ground on the 8" June. It was
felt that there should be no fee made as this was a fund-raiser for the Pre-school. Proposed: Clir
Warwick- Mortimer Seconded: Cllr Mead Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to update Preschool.

K M Dike pricing for the coming year was discussed. K.M. Dike proposed an increase of 3.5% this
year but would hold the following two years at 3% increase if a 3 year contract was agreed. ClIr
Hodge said there would need to be a break clause. Proposal: To agree to the proposed 3 year
contract as long as there is a break clause. Proposed: Clir Hall Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All
Agreed Action: Clerk to find out about a break clause.

Annual fee for payroll provision was agreed at £375.00. Proposed: Clir Warwick Mortimer
Seconded: Clir Walker Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to pay fee.

24/25 Memorial Requests

1

2

Agree the design for a memorial to remember the late Rita Pedder Proposed: Clir Hall Seconded:
Clir Hodge Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to update stone mason.

Agree the design for a memorial to remember the late Roger Dawson. Proposed: Clir Mead
Seconded: Clir Wintersgill Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to update stone masons.

24/26 Matters for discussion and resolution:

1

Jo Chauveau had previously sent a letter regarding a Parish Councillor vacancy. This had been
circulated prior to the meeting, and she also spoke earlier in item 24/21. She was asked to leave
the room. Clirs felt that she would make an excellent Councillor with experience in fundraising,
marketing and communication and knowledge of the local area. It was proposed to co-opt Mrs
Chauveau to the ECPC Proposed: Cllr Hodge Seconded: Clir Warwick-Mortimer Vote: All Agreed
Acton: Clerk to investigate new councillor course date, arrange email address and update web
site.

Mrs Chauveau returned to the meeting and was welcomed on to the PC. Clerk gave her all the
relevant paperwork to fill out and will arrange for an ECPC email to be assigned and advise her
when there are any courses running for new Councillors.

A possible village picnic in the recreation ground on 22" June was discussed. 3 members of the
public came and spoke at the meeting in item 24/21 and asked for the Parish Council’s support.
Their plan is to have food stalls, vintage cars, bar, raffle, donkey rides and music. Monies raised
would be split between the Pavilion Modernisation project and the Village Hall roof fund. The
group asked for organisational help on the day and help with publicity. They said that they were
not asking for any funds but could we help with obtaining a liquor license; they were advised that
this would need to be obtained by them. Clerk will investigate insurance and will check that the
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PC lottery license would cover their raffle. Cllr Mead said his only concern would be parking,
especially if it is wet. The group said they had spoken to the owner of the Mill, who had given
their permission to use that area for parking. The group are proposing to charge £5 per adult (to
include a cream tea) and £3 per child. Cllr Wintersgill said that she thought that was too cheap,
as it wouldn’t cover the costs, and suggested that was just for the entry fee. Clir Hodge said that
she would add this to the Pavilion Modernisation Working Group agenda. Proposal: ECPC are
happy in principle to support this plan and await further information Proposed: Clir Hodge
Seconded: Clir Walker Vote: All Agreed

To receive the Clerk’s report. Nothing to report.

Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council.

a. Visitors’ Centre at Cartgate. Clirs decided that due to many other financial commitments the
council would not be able to support the Visitor’s Centre if SC decided not to fund it. Action:
Clerk to inform the Visitors’ Centre.

To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.

1. Clerk advised she had received another email about the bus parked on Halves Lane, but had
already responded advising that it was parked legally, so there was nothing further the Parish
Council could do. The local police also confirmed they had checked the vehicle’s details again
and there was nothing they could do

Working group updates and feedback

1. The Pavilion Modernisation working group will be having a meeting on Monday 19*" February so
will have more to report in the March meeting.

a. 100 Club ClIr Wintesgill asked all Councillors to try and let people know about this fund-raiser
as there are many numbers still to be sold.

2. Parish Communications. A new working group was formed, made up of Cllr Wintersgill, Clir
Carter-Uren and ClIr Chauveau. This group will be responsible for promoting news of the work of
the ECPC to as many parishioners as possible.

3. Cemetery: Cllr Cowen advised that the first finding from the Badger survey indicated that there
are badgers in situ in the cemetery. We hope to have full report in time for the March meeting.

4 LCN. Clir Wakely had attended the latest LCN meeting and circulated a report to the councillors
prior to the meeting.

5 SID. Clir Walker advised that the SID posts were now in place and requested that the SIDs were

ordered, which was agreed. Clerk also advised that she had tried again today to speak to the Chapter

8 Course organiser, however was not able to. She said she had been promised a call back.

Group Representative Reports

Primary School — Cllr Warwick-Mortimer

The school will be carrying out reviews of various services to give a high-quality curriculum

to meet the school’s ethos and vision over the next four terms. A Whole School Review with

a particular emphasis on remaining competitive with other similar schools in the area will be

uppermost in this review.

To discuss and identify Highways Issues
The curb stones along the stream in East Coker were discussed again but as there is insufficient
funds allocated in the budget to make necessary repairs it was decided to wait to see if the
council will fix more of them.

To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger

The Clerk will give the ranger a list of items to carry out but needs to be informed of them from
councillors before 17:00 each Monday.

To discuss and resolve the following topics:

Resolution sought to exclude the public (Non Parish Council Members)

Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 13" March 2024.

Village Communications, Badger Survey, 100 club draw.

Meeting ended at 9.28



