East Coker Parish Council Minutes 13™ March 2024

Attendees: ClIr Cowen, CliIr Hall, ClIr Wakely, Clir Comstive, Cllr Walker, Clir Wintersgill, Clir Mead, Clir Warwick
Mortimer, Cllr Chauveau & Clerk J. Heggarty.

Public Attendance: 2 members of the public.

Meeting commenced at 7pm at East Coker Pavilion.

24/37
24/38
24/39

24/40

Apologies were received from ClIr Sugg, Clir Carter-Uren for non-attendance.

There were no declarations of interest in items on this agenda.

Meeting minutes for the 14" February 2024 where approved. Proposed: Cllr Warwick-Mortimer
Seconded: Cllr Mead Vote: All in favour Action: The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair and
Clerk. Clerk to publish.

Public Question Time

(1) Members of the Public. 1 Member of the public spoke in favour of the Item 24/43.B

7.05 ClIr Comstive arrived. He had no declarations of interest.

(2) Unitary Councillors U Clir Hewitson arrived at 7.10pm and delivered his report and then left to
attend another meeting.

24/41 Chairs Report

24/42

24/43

24/44

24/45
24/46

The Chair said he would be having meetings with the users of the pavilion (Pre-School, Scouts and
Football Club) later in the month to introduce himself and see if they have any concerns. He asked if
Cllrs had any points they wished to raise they should let him know at the end of the meeting. He was
pleased to note that the SID had been put up and seemed to be working well and that Highways had
organised the repainting of many of the road markings in North Coker, particularly the virtual
pavement. He also mentioned he had received an email from a parishioner regarding works that they
thought were being undertaken at Veranda Cottage in East Coker. He said that he had been and
looked and could not see that there was anything concerning at present and advised the parishioner
of this.

100 Club winning numbers were drawn. 127 299 36 Clerk will advise lucky winners and
make prize payments.

To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications

A 15/01000/0UT Location: Keyford. Nothing to report.

B 24/00120/REM Location: Land rear of Long Acre,137 West Coker Road Application: Reserved
Matters application for the approval of appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale following outline
approval 22/01500/0UT for the erection of a dwelling. There was much debate about this
application. Clir Mead said that he recognised that the property had been scaled back in size,
particularly the garage, however felt that the roof height of said garage was still oversized and could
be dropped at least a meter. He also noted that the main property was hipped and this should also be
reflected in the garage building. Cllr Hodge said that although the plans had been changed she felt
uneasy that the size of the property was still dramatically larger than that which was approved in the
outline application. Cllr Walker said he thought the architects had addressed most of the concerns
raised by the PC last month. Clir Cowen thought that it would be difficult to object to the new design
now that it seemed similar in size and design to the house being built next door. Proposal: ECPC
Accept the revised application on the grounds that it addresses many of the previous concerns but
would like to see the roof height of the garage be reduced and hips introduced to compliment the
main house. Proposed: Cllr Walker Seconded: Clir Warwick-Mortimer Vote: 9 in favour 1 abstention.
Action: Clerk to update Somerset Planning department.

Finance. To approve the following items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers.
Clerk had sent finance reports out prior to meeting. Proposal: Approve invoices and proceed with
payment Proposed: Clir Wakely Seconded: Clir Warwick-Mortimer Vote: All Agreed Action: Finance
accounts approved for the month and Clerk to pay all invoices.

There have been no memorial request received this month.

Matters for discussion and resolution:

1. Possible co-option of new Councillor.

Paul Costello had previously sent a letter of interest regarding a Parish Councillor vacancy and this
had been circulated prior to the meeting. He spoke about his experience and what he thought he
could bring to the PC in item 24/40 and Cllrs asked him various questions. He was asked to leave the



24/47
24/48

24/49

room. Proposal: Agree to co-opt Paul Costello to the PC Proposed: Clir Mead Seconded: Clir
Wintersgill Vote: All Agreed Action: Chair welcomed Clir Costello to the PC, Clerk to give him
relevant paperwork, investigate new councillor course date, arrange email address and update web
site.

2. The Clerk advised that she had received an email asking for the date of the Village Picnic to be
changed to July 20" . There is nothing booked in for this date at the recreation ground, so it was
agreed that this date would be fine. Action: Clerk to advise Village Picnic organisers.

3. Yeovil Town Council Devolution of services meeting. Clir Cowen advised that he and the Clerk
had attended a lengthy meeting with Yeovil Town Council, which has agreed with SC to run and fund
the Octogen Theatre, Westland Entertainment Centre, Yeovil Recreation Ground and Cafe, Yeovil
Country Park and CCTV in Yeovil. The purpose of the meeting was to ask for a financial commitment
from surrounding PCs to help with the running costs of these facilities from 2025. This could be an
annual commitment or one-off payment and could be gained through adding a percentage to the PC
precept. YTC advised that the monies would not be requested until the 2025/2026 financial year, but
they would like to know this year if we will commit to contributing an amount. It was felt that,
although we understood the argument that it might be fitting for local PCs to contribute as their
parishioners are likely to use some or all of these facilities, due to pressure on the PC’s budget
especially with the pavilion fund-raising it would be useful to get more information from the YTC.
Action: Clerk to invite a representative(s) from YTC to attend the next PC meeting in April.

4. Ranger Scheme. Clerk advised that she had received the new pricing for the SC Ranger Scheme
which has increased to £46.67 per hour. As this is approximately double the current rate Clirs felt that
this is not financially viable so would need to cancel the contract with SC and agree a new one with a
suitable contractor. It was also said that we will be very sad to do this as it would mean losing Karen
(our ranger) who has worked in the village for many years and has done a wonderful job. A budget
was agreed to purchase a thank you gift to show our appreciation. The Clerk had got quotes from 3
different maintenance companies to provide an equivalent service. Proposal: To cancel existing
Ranger Scheme with SC with one month’s notice and to explore a contract with the most competitive
quote from the 3 received. Proposed: Clir Hodge Seconded ClIr Wintersgill Vote: All agreed Action:
Cllr Cowen to meet with a possible new contractor, discuss our needs and, if possible, set up a trial for
one month.

Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council. None received

To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence. None received accept that mentioned in 24/22
above

Working Group Reports and Updates

1. Pavilion Modernisation. The PM committee reported that they had held a meeting in the
previous week and decided that, as the previous plans had proved to be financially unviable, they
needed the whole PC to agree an achievable budgetary figure that would drive future designs. The
figure advised by the PM committee was £350,000 of which £150,000 was already funded. It was felt
that a cut-down version of the original design could be built for this sum and still deliver the most
important functions of the new pavilion. Preliminary work on researching loans for £200,000 had
shown the interest payments and terms of such a loan were challenging but achievable, even at the
interest rates currently available. Furthermore, it was still possible to envisage work starting in the
first half of 2025. Proposal: To agree a figure of £350,000 as a suitable budgetary figure for the
pavilion modernisation project. Proposed: Clir Comstive Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All agreed Action:
PM committee to obtain new designs using this budget to achieve the design goals already defined.
2. Parish Communications. Clir Chauveau and Clir Wintersgill advised they had had a meeting
to discuss the best way to promote the 100 club and other events/news of the parish council They
said that they though that the website was out of date and ClIr Wintersgill said that she had many
amendments to make. Clerk suggested that Clir Wintersgill could speak to the web master directly in
order to get this done. ClIr Chauveau said that she thought the best way of getting more people to
sign up for the 100 Club would be to speak to people face to face for example by possibly sitting in
the café on a Saturday morning. It was also proposed that the Parish Coms Working Group can be
empowered to post things on the Coker Post without first seeking full Council approval. Proposal:
Empower Parish Coms Group to post things on the Coker Post without consent of the full Parish
Council. ClIr Wintersgill to speak to web master re possible changes to the website. Proposed: Clir
Mead Seconded: Clir Walker Action: Clir Wintersgill to speak to web master re possible changes to
the website.



3. Cemetery Working Group
a. Badger Survey. Cllr Cowen advised that the PC has still not received the report of the badger
Survey and this was holding up further work in the cemetery.
4. SID. Clir Cowen thanked ClIr Walker for attending the Chapter 8 Training course and for all the
work that he had done getting the SID up and running successfully.
5. LCN. Clir Wakely advised that he had been to a poorly attended meeting on the 7% March and had
sent his report out prior to the meeting.
24/49 Group Representative Reports
Primary School — Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer. Nothing to report.
24/50 To discuss and identify Highways Issues. No issues reported.
24/51 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger. Request that the play area is jet washed.
24/52 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on 10" April 2024.
24/53 To discuss and resolve the following topics (such as, quotes, tenders and wages ;Resolution sought to
exclude the public (Non Parish Council Members)
None
Meeting finished at 9.27 pm.




