
East Coker Parish Council Minutes 10th April 2024 

Attendees: Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Hall, Cllr Wakely, Cllr Walker, Cllr Costello, Cllr Sugg, Cllr Mead, , Cllr 
Chauveau, & Clerk J. Heggarty.  
Public Attendance: 2 members of the public.  
Meeting commenced at 7pm at East Coker Pavilion.    
24/37 Apologies were received from Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Carter-Uren, Cllr Warwick-Mortimer and Cllr 
Comstive, for non-attendance. 
24/38 There were no declarations of interest in items on this agenda.  
24/39 Meeting minutes for the 13th March 2024 where approved.  Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded: Cllr 

Mead Vote: All in favour Action: The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair and Clerk. Clerk to 
publish. 

24/40  Public Question Time 

(1) Members of the Public.  The Chair of Yeovil Town Council spoke about taking over the running of 

Mudford Rec, Yeovil Country Park, the Octagon Theatre, Westlands Entertainment Centre, 

Somerset Heritage Centre, and Yeovil Town CCTV.  They estimate that this would be at a cost of 

nearly £1.1m per annum. They had held a meeting with 9 of the surrounding Parish Councils (2 

did not attend) in February and asked them to think about and decide if they would make a 

financial contribution to the running costs, as the parishioners in these areas would almost 

certainly benefit from these facilities.  He requested that we take this into consideration and 

asked for a possible increase in our Precept next year by 8% = £6,495 so that we could contribute 

to the running costs.  He said that no decision needed to be made today but they would like to 

know by Sept 2024. 

(2) Unitary Councillors. U Cllr Hewitson arrived at 7.12pm.  He had nothing to report but was asked 

to speak to Somerset Highways about the drains between White Post Garage and West Coker as 

some of them where not even visible any more due to dirt and vegetation.  The Clerk asked him 

to speak to Highways regarding the fallen Kerb Stones in the stream along Main Street to see if 

there were any planned repair works scheduled as these were now a safety issue.  

24/41    Chairs Report  

The Chair advised that he had a meeting with the Pre School, Scout Group and football club on the 25th April.  

The Scouts leader advised that the hut still was taking a battering by footballs, which was damaging the hut.  

He requested that the football club remove the goal posts as soon as the season finishes.  Cllr Cowen is also 

going to draw up a new contract with the Scouts and get this signed. The Pre-School were happy and had no 

issues except for a tear in the lino that needs to be repaired. Football Club Comments (see item 24.46.3). 

24/42    100 Club  

It was decided that we would use a random number generator to draw the numbers going forward. 

Proposed:  Cllr Hodge Seconded: Cllr Mead Vote:  All Agreed. 

Numbers drawn were:.  1st  9   2nd 12   3rd   2   Clerk will advise winners and make prize payments. 

24/43 Finance. To approve the following items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers.   
Clerk had sent finance reports out prior to meetingand an updated aged payable report as there were 
a number of invoices which had been received since the publication of the agenda. Cllr Hodge 
questioned that there was an outstanding payment line to SC for £633.77.  Clerk advised that this was 
a duplicate invoice which she will void off Xero Proposal:  Approve invoices except for duplicated one 
and proceed with payment Proposed:  Cllr Cowen Seconded:   Cllr Hodge  Vote: All Agreed Action: 
Clerk to void duplicate invoice for £633.77 and then finance accounts can be approved for the month 
and all invoices can be paid. 

24/44    Memorial request was received for a second inscription to remember the late John Gould Proposed: 
Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Hodge Vote: All Agreed Action:  Clerk to update stone mason. 
24/45 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
A      15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford Nothing to report. 
24/46 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

1. Possibility of holding a Village Meeting at the Village Hall.  Cllr Cowen asked Councillors if they 
thought that having a Parish meeting in May at the Village Hall would be a good idea.  It was felt that 



this would be a good thing to do to engage with local groups and Parishioners.  We could talk about 
works which have been undertaken in the past year, plans for the Pavilion Modernisation Project, The 
100 Club, YTC proposal for a financial contribution to devolved facilities/services, and listen to any 
comments from the audience.  It was decided that Cllr Cowen would see if the Village Hall was free on 
the 22nd May and if it is the date would be set for then.  A banner will be put up on the Bus Stop, 
Communication would be emailed to those who are on our mailing list, notice boards will be updated 
along with website.   
Proposed:  Cllr Hodge Seconded:  Cllr Mead Vote:  All Agreed Action: Cllr Cowen to book the village 
hall. East Coker clubs/societies/groups to be invited. Advertise with banners, on the website and 
perhaps leaflet drop. All Cllr to attend if possible. 

2. Yeovil Town Council Devolution of Services.  This item was moved for discussion after item 24/40.1. 
Cllr Sugg asked the Chair of YTC why it was that different PC’s were being asked for different 
contributions.  He advised that this was because of the difference in the parish populations and 
precept which each PC had. Cllr Mead said whilst he understood that our Parishioners benefited from 
these services, he felt that asking them to contribute financially through the precept was unfair, giving 
as an example that a lot of Yeovil residents used the Coker Cockerels Football Club which are base at 
the Recreation ground but we do not ask for financial contributions for that from YTC. Cllr Costello 
asked if YTC could possibly free up some funds if they were to sell the Tennis Courts at the recreation 
ground as this would be prime for development.  YTC said that this area had various covenants on it 
and could not be sold.  Cllr Hodge advised that no decision could be made at this meeting and would 
have to be put on the agenda for discussion in the June meeting.  We would then have had our 
Annual Parish Council meeting where all finances would have been reported and discussed and 
providing the Village Meeting was well attended, we would have heard the thoughts of the 
parishioners on this matter.  Action:  Clerk to put on June 2024 agenda.   

7.45pm  2 members of the public and Mike Hewitson left meeting 
3. Football Club.  The club continues to have issues with dog mess on the pitches.  They suggested that 

fencing could be put up around the main pitch to try and keep dogs off.  They said they would 
fundraise for this, so there would be no financial contribution expected from the PC, Several Cllrs  felt 
that this was not a good idea.  Some Cllrs also felt that this would not only spoil the look of the 
recreation ground but would also pose great problems when it came to mowing the pitch and the 
fence lines and would be a possible safety issue for players. However in order to help the club with 
this problem Cllr Hodge suggested that we could revisit the idea of instructing people that dogs must 
be kept on leads.  Cllr Walker disagreed and suggested putting up CCTV cameras and signage advising 
that fines would be given to anyone not clearing up after their dogs.  Cllr Sugg said she thought this 
would definitely help.  Clerk asked who would be responsible for going through footage, and how we 
would we find culprits and enforce fines.  Proposal:  To investigate the installation of CCTV camera(s) 
on the pavilion and appropriate signage Proposed:  Cllr Sugg Seconded:  Cllr Walker Vote: 5 in favour 
4 against, motion carried. 
Action:  Clerk to investigate the feasibility and costs of installing cameras and signage. 
The Club also requested whether dug-outs could be installed (at their cost) to help shelter the 
children in bad weather.  It was felt that unless they were removed after every match these would 
encourage possible antisocial behaviour when the pitches were not in use. They also asked about the 
garage door to the lock up which was broken.  Cllr Cowen advised that he was waiting on the 
combination code from the football club and would then ask the Village Ranger to see if this could be 
fixed.  
Cllr Cowen also advised that he was going to draw up a new contract with the football club. 

24/47     Clerk gave all Cllr’s who were present the paperwork which will need to be completed for the AGM.  
 She will email this out to those Cllrs who did not attend tonight’s meeting. 
24/48 There were no correspondence from the Somerset Council. 
24/49 Parishioner Correspondence.  Clerk advised that she had received an email regarding the size and 

condition of the large fir tree at the junction of Long Furlong Lane and Mill Close and complaining of 
the mess that was being made by the pigeons which roost in it. Clerk said that she had been advised 
that Somerset Council no longer had an arborist, so she had forwarded the complaint  directly to 
Somerset Council as the land was owned by them.   She also advised that an email had been received 
asking for justification of the precept rise, which Cllr Cowen had responded to. 

24/50    Working Group Reports and Updates 
1. Pavilion Modernisation. Cllr Comstive advised prior to the meeting that he had sent out 4 quote  



request letters and he was waiting for responses.  Cllr Hodge advised there will be another 
working group meeting prior to the next PC meeting. 

2. Parish Communications. Cllr Chauveau advised that she and Cllr Wintersgill will be having a 
meeting this month with our Web master to discuss all needed changes to the web site. 

3. Cemetery Working Group  
a. Cllr Cowen said the badger survey had arrived and been circulated prior to the meeting. The 

findings indicates that there are 2 active sets.  The report advises that we can cut trees down 
without relocating the badgers, but no root removal is possible within a 30-meter radius of 
these sets.   He said that in order to free-up the much needed burial space that the roots 
would need to be removed which would mean that we would need to get a license to 
humanely relocate the badgers. This would require  a specialist company over a 21-day period.  
Cllr Mead said that the setts must be filled in directly after the badgers are relocated otherwise 
they will be reused.   Cllr Cowen asked for approval to proceed with gaining licenses for their 
removal.  Cllr Hodge advised that ECPC had budgeted  for this in the Cemetery expenses and 
providing this figure is not exceeded she thought we should proceed.  Clerk said that she 
thought that cutting down trees could not be done until after birds had finished nesting and 
this must be investigated.  
Proposal:  Investigate rules on removing trees and vegetation in nesting season, and to 
proceed to getting badger relocation licence.  Proposed:  Cllr Hodge Seconded:  Cllr Wakely  
Vote:  All Agreed.  Action:  Cemetery committee to meet with the contracted tree surgeon and 

specialist badger company to agree a schedule of events. 
4.       LCN.  Cllr Wakely had nothing to report.  He said that he could not make the next LCN meeting, 

which is to be held on the 29thApril.  Cllr Cowen asked for a volunteer to attend in his place 
either  in person or via Zoom, but there were no volunteers, so Clerk will circulate the meeting 
minutes when she receives them. 

24/51  Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – No report Given. 
24/52 To discuss and identify Highways Issues.  Cllr Mead advised that the contractor would be doing the 
annual cutting of the village verges over the coming months.   
24/53 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.  It was reported that the new village ranger is 
doing a good job and seems to be able to turn his hand to many jobs. A more detailed list of possible jobs will 
be circulated with Cllrs. 
24/54 To discuss and resolve the following topics (such as quotes, tenders and wages)   
Resolution sought to exclude the public (Non Parish Council Members) 
24/55 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 8th May 2024 
Cllrs were reminded that the AGM will be held prior to the next monthly meeting at 6.30pm 
Other items for May agenda, Village meeting, Review accounts and Budget,. 

 
 
Meeting ended at 9.12 


