
Minutes for Annual Parish Council Meeting – 8th May 2024  

Meeting began at 6.30pm  

24/55 Apologies were received from Cllr Warwick-Mortimer for non-attendance. 
22/56 There were no declarations of interest on items in this agenda. 

23/57 Chairperson Annual report.  Cllr Cowen said that it had been a successful year. The Village Stones 

Project had been completed and all four stones were now in situ and are a lovely welcome to the village.  We 

purchased and installed an SID (speed indication device) which should help with reducing the speed of cars 

throughout the villages of East Coker. The wood at Pincushion corner was planted as a joint project with East 

Coker Action Group. The 100 club was set up and is now making money for the Pavilion Modernisation Fund. 

The Kings Coronation party, the scarecrow competition and Easter Egg Hunt had all been very popular, but he 

said the greatest success was the Live Nativity play in the Paddock which was enjoyed by so many people, 

young and old.  Additionally, we were able to carry over a surplus from the 2023/2024 budget which will 

enable us to add to the funds of the Pavilion Modernisation project.  

23/58   Election of Chairperson.  Cllr Cowen asked if anyone else would like to take on the role of Chairperson, 

but there were no volunteers so he said he would be happy to stay as Chair. if elected.  Proposed: Cllr Hodge 

Seconded: Cllr Comstive Vote:  All Agreed   

Cllr Cowen asked if there was anyone who would like to stand as Vice Chairperson, but there were no 

volunteers so Cllr Hodge and Cllr Comstive said they would be happy to take on the role again.  Proposal:  Cllr 

Hodge and Cllr Comstive to share the Vice Chairperson role.  Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Carter-Uren.  

Vote:  All Agreed 

23/59   Items for discussion and agreement  

1.  Roles and responsibilities were discussed and allocated.  These will be updated, circulated with all 

councillors and added to the website. 

2.  Renewal of all Councillors declarations of interest.  Clerk had circulated forms prior to meeting and 

collected them in.  Action: Clerk will forward to Somerset Council.  

3.  Clerk had circulated Councillor allowance forms prior to meeting.  Action:  Clerk to pay allowances to those 

claiming them. 

4.  Standing orders had been circulated prior to the meeting and Cllrs agreed that there were no changes to be 

made. Proposal:  Accept current standing orders with no changes. Proposed:  Cllr Carter Uren Seconded:  Cllr 

Wakely Vote:  All Agreed. 

Meeting ended 6.51pm 

 

Minutes for Monthly Meeting – May 8th May 2024  
 

Meeting commenced at the slightly earlier time of 6.52pm 
24/60 Cllr Cowen declared an interest on item 24/68B.  There were no more declarations of interest on this 
agenda. 
24/61 Meeting minutes for the 10thApril 2024 were discussed.  Cllr Walker pointed out an error which was 
amended and the minutes were duly approved.  Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded:  Cllr Carter Uren Vote: 10 in 
favour with 2 abstentions. Action: The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair and Clerk. Action:  Clerk 
to publish. 
24/62 Public Question Time 

Members of Public: There were 4 Members of the public present.  1 member of the public spoke in support of 

application 24/00737 FUL and one member of the public spoke about her proposal in 24/69/1.   

Unitary Councillors were not present. 

24/63 Chair reported he had written and disseminated to Cllrs a new version of the Village Ranger scheme and 

asked if any errors or omissions noticed could be given to him at the end of the meeting. 

24/64 100 Club. Monthly winning numbers were drawn.  1ST 1   2nd 9 3rd 3 Action:  Clerk to advise winners and 

make payment. 

24/65 Finance 



1. Year End accounts 2023/2024.   Clerk had circulated the end of year reports prior to the meeting.  Cllr Hodge 
reported that as of the 31st March 2024 we had a surplus of £52,000 in our main account.  She suggested that 
£35,000 was put into the high interest Pavilion Modernisation savings account and £10,000 was put into the 
Projects account.  Cllr Cowen asked if the main current account earned any interest at present.  Clerk advised 
no.  Cllr Cowen suggested that another account was opened to gain interest.  Cllr Hodge said that there would 
always have to be at least £15,000 in the main account.  Proposal:  Transfer £35,000 into the high interest 
Pavilion Account and £10,000 into the Project Account and Clerk to open new high interest account.  
Proposed:  Cllr Comstive Seconded:  Cllr Cowen Vote: 11 in favour 1 Abstention Action: Clerk to transfer 
monies and investigate new high interest bank accounts. 
2.  Internal audit report 2023/2024 had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Hodge advised that the 
internal audit had been completed and asked if any Councillors had any questions, which they did not. 
Proposal:  Cllrs agree that the internal audit has been carried out satisfactorily.  Proposed:  Cllr Hodge 
Seconded: Cllr Cowen Vote: All Agreed   Action:  Clerk to place on notice boards and website 
3.  Annual Governance Statement 2023/2024 had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Hodge ran 
through points 1-9 with Councillors.  All were answered yes apart from 9 which does not apply to ECPC at the 
moment. Councillor Cowen (Chairperson) asked if all Councillors were happy to have him sign off this 
Statement as a true record.  Proposal: Sign off the 2023/2024 annual governance statement as a true record. 
Proposed:  Cllr Cowen Seconded:  Cllr Hodge Vote: All Agreed Action:  Clerk to place on notice boards and 
website and submit to External Auditor 
4.  The Accounting Statements 2023/2024 had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Hodge updated the 
Cllrs on how the figures had been reached and explained the variance on item 7.  She then proposed the 
accounting statement as a true record of ECPC accounts as of the 31.03.24.  Proposed:  Cllr Hodge Seconded: 
Cllr Mead Vote:  All agreed Action:  Clerk to place on notice boards and website and submit to External Auditor 
5.  All finance figures had been circulated prior to  had arrived since the agenda was published.   Proposal:  
Approve invoices and proceed with payments Proposed:  Cllr Hodge Seconded:  Cllr-Carter Uren Vote: All 
Agreed Action: Clerk to pay all invoices. 
24/66 No Memorial Requests had been received. 
24/67 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications   
A 15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford (Nothing to report) 
Cllr Cowen left the meeting and Cllr Comstive took over as Chair. 
B.  Application Ref: 24/00800/LBC Type: Listed Building Consent Location: The Old Vicarage Coker Court Lane 
East Coker Yeovil Application:  Installation of new double doors within an existing window opening, repairs to 
two chimneys and stabilisation and re-laying of an external path.  This item was discussed and Cllr Comstive 
said that he could not see any issue with the proposed changes.  Proposal:  ECPC have no objections and are 
happy to support this application. Proposed: Cllr Sugg Seconded: Cllr Mead Vote:  All Agreed Action: Clerk to 
update Somerset Planning.  
Cllr Cowen returned to the room/meeting   
C.  Application Ref:  24/00737/FUL Location: 36A Wraxhill Road Yeovil Somerset BA20 Application: Demolition 
of existing bungalow and erection of 1 dwelling.  There was much discussion about this application.  Cllr 
Comstive said it was quite a large development within a small plot, but although it was going from a bungalow 
to a house the roof height would not exceed that of one of the neighbouring properties.  It was noted that the 
original footprint will also not change significantly. Cllr Comstive said that he was concerned that some 
demolition had already started.   Cllr Wakely said that he thought the design was good, and far better than 
what is currently there and it would be making it into a usable, comfortable family home.   Cllr Costello 
questioned the materials which were being used saying that there was a lot of glass and said that it could be 
seen as not within keeping with the street scene. However, it was felt that there are a number of different 
house designs in the area so it would be difficult to define a particular vernacular architecture. Proposal:  ECPC 
are happy to support this application, which will create a family home and also adheres to policy HCH2 of the 
ECNP.  Proposed:  Cllr Wakely Seconded:  Cllr Wintersgill Vote:  11 in favour with 1 abstention Action: Clerk to 
update Somerset Planning.      
24/68   Matters for discussion and resolution: 
1.  Request has been made from Willow Childcare to use the Pavilion meeting room on a weekly basis for a 
breakfast and afternoon club. Cllrs felt that this would be a very good idea in principle.  The costs of insurance, 
kitchen facilities, cleaning, electricity and fees would need to be investigated further before a rental rate could 
be calculated.  Cllr D. Mead also advised the applicant that when the Pavilion Modernisation starts alternative 
arrangements for this period would need to be arranged.  He suggested possibly the scout hut and Cllr B. 
Mead suggested sharing with the pre-school for that period might be possible. Proposal:  Agree in principle for 



the meeting room to be used but further investigation of wants and needs is to be done and Cllr Hodge will 
calculate the hourly rate and update the Clerk and Chairperson.  Proposed: Cllr Comstive Seconded:  Cllr Sugg 
Vote:  11 in favour with 1 abstention Action:  Cllr Hodge to calculate rental figures.  Clerk to look at insurance 
and speak further to interested party about their wants and needs.     
2. The instillation of CCTV cameras at the Recreation Ground was discussed. Clerk advised that before she 
could get quotes, she needed to know what areas Cllrs want the CCTV cameras in and how many are needed.  
Cllr Walker said that he had been deliberating since the last meeting about the possibility of cameras and 
thinks they would be a waste of money.  Other Cllrs agreed. He suggested that signs giving positive 
encouragement should be erected as it is a very small minority who are possibly spoiling matters for others. 
Cllr Hodge said that we should also include on the sign that dogs are to be kept on leads when football 
matches are in progress.  Cllr Carter-Uren volunteered to draft the wording for the sign.  Proposal:   Not to put 
up CCTV but erect a large sign Action:  Cllr Carter-Uren to draft a sign and then Clerk to arrange for it to be 
made and put up.    
3.  Possibility of putting “no motorised vehicle“signs up at each end of Isles Lane.  There has been a request 
from a member of the public for signs to be put up on Isles Lane telling people that it is strictly for farm traffic 
only. There have been issues with motorbikes and 4WDs using it and deteriorating the surface further.  Cllr 
Mead said that putting up signs would have no effect and signs would be removed in a matter of weeks.  It 
would also be detrimental to the look of the lane. It was also pointed out that landowners needed to use it for 
access and therefore some motorised vehicles will always have to use it. Proposal:  To not put up signs as 
these would be ineffective.  Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Carter-Uren Vote:  11 in Favour with 1 
abstention.   Action:  Clerk to update Parishioner   
4.  Plans for the Village Meeting on 22nd May were discussed.  Cllr Cowen suggested that as Chair he should 
host the event by giving a brief outline of parish council achievements and actions over the last year before 
handing over to village clubs/socs for their contributions. Cllr Wintersgill thought that rather than having 
questions and answers and formal presentations from the stage, it would be better for all groups to have their 
own stands on the floor so parishioners could go around asking any questions that they may have and meeting 
the Cllrs.  The Parish Council would have stands for the Pavilion Modernisation and 100 Club, Highways, 
Ranger and Footpaths, Cemetery and Chapel, and also the Recreation Ground.  It would also be a good 
opportunity to get feedback from the parishioners for the Yeovil Town Council’s proposal for funding from 
ECPC. Parish clubs and societies could have their own tables for their own presentations. .  Cllr Sugg and Cllr 
Chauveau agreed to be in charge of refreshments.  Cllr Carter-Uren will make Cllrs’ name tags.  Cllr Wakely will 
arrange for a microphone. Cllr Cowen requested that all councillors arrive at 6.45pm to help set up. 
24/69 To receive the Clerk’s report.  
24/70 No correspondence from the Somerset Council. 
24/71 To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence. Clerk advised that she had received a call from a 
parishioner who was upset about the volume of traffic coming through the village.  She said that she had 
advised him that this was due to roadworks in the area and unfortunately could not be avoided. 
24/72    Working group updates.  

1. The Pavilion Modernisation Cllr Comstive advised that he had received a quote from Boon Brown who 
said that they believed that a downscaled version of current plans could be achieved within the new  
budget.  As yet Hardwells and Fox’s had not come back with any quotes.  Cllr Comstive asked for 
agreement to move forward with Boon Brown to start drawing up detailed plans and putting together a 
formal tender.  He said that if this was agreed, he hoped that they may have some plans ready for the 
Village Meeting.  Cllr Sugg said that she felt that we should delay deciding until another meeting had 
been held with the Pavilion Working group. Other Cllrs disagreed and felt that it was time to push 
forward.  Proposal:  Proceed with Boon Brown to get a formal proposal and detailed plans drawn as 
soon as possible.  Proposed:  Cllr Walker Seconded:  Cllr Wakely Vote: 10 in favour 2 abstentions.   
Action:  Cllr Comstive to instruct Boon Brown. 

2. Parish Communications Cllr Chauveau and clerk will have a zoom meeting about website. 
3. Cemetery.  Cllr Comstive advised that there had been a meeting with the Badger expert, the tree 

surgeon and 2 members of the Cemetery Committee to discuss what works the tree surgeon could do 
and when. The advice was that work above ground could be done anywhere but below ground (i.e. 
stump grinding) needs to be at least 25ms from the nearest sett. The tree surgeon will therefore 
continue with all works agreed over the next few weeks as no stump grinding was planned within 25ms 
of a sett. A licence from Natural England would be applied for to allow the badgers to be deterred from 
using any of the existing setts and, once successfully moved on, the setts will be dug up and the ground 
can be levelled before replanting and surveying for location of future graves. Although a new sett was 



discovered that had been dug under two graves thereby making the grant of a licence urgent, they can 
only be given outside the breeding season meaning the earliest would be 1st July. Cllr D. Mead agreed to 
get quotes for an 8 ton digger for digging out the setts and removing the largest tree stumps.   

4.   LCN Nothing to report. 
24/73  Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer was not present. 
24/74   To discuss and identify Highways Issues Cllr Mead advised that verge trimming would commence the 
week of the 20th May 2024.  Clerk advised that she had requested for the road sweeper  to sweep the road at 
Halves Lane/ Holywell where there had been a mud slip. 
24/75  To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.  Cllr Sugg said that one of the drains on halves 
lane was badly blocked and that she had requested the ranger attend to try and clear it. 
24/76   To discuss and resolve the following topics; 
Resolution sought to exclude the public (Non Parish Council Members) for the reason of quotes, tenders, 
wages & contracts. 
24/77  Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 12th June 2024 
Wash-up of the feedback received from parishioners at the Village Meeting 

 
 
Chair…………………………………………………….. 

 
            Clerk ……………………………………………………. 
 
Meeting ended at 9.40pm 


