Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 11" September 2024

Meeting began at 7pm
Clir Hodge (Chair for this meeting) Clir Comstive, Clir Walker, Cllr Mead, ClIr Sugg, ClIr Costello, Cllr Warwick
Mortimer, Cllr Wintersgill, Clir Hall and ClIr Chauveau.
There were 2 members of the public present.
24/ 133 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Wakely, ClIr Carter-Uren and Clir
Cowen.
24/ 134 There were no declarations of interest on items in this agenda.
24/135 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 14t August 2024. Proposed: Clir
Warwick-Mortimer Seconded ClIr Hall Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to publish.
24/136 Public Question Time
(1) Members of the Public - One member of the public spoke with regard to item 24/139B on the
agenda. He advised there was a planning inspector visit scheduled for next week and emphasised
that the aim of their planning application was to make a good size family home.
(2) Unitary Councillors. Clir Mike Hewitson delivered his monthly report
(3) PCSO PC attended. She gave an update that there had been 1 public offence, 4 thefts and one
other offence in the village during August.
7.14 PCSO left
24/137 100 Club numbers were drawn. 1st25 2nd4 3rd 21 Action: Clerk to advise winners and make
prize payments.
24/138 Finance
1. All finance figures had been circulated prior to the meeting. Clerk advised that invoices from Water to
Business (£191) and K M Dike (£1,042) and Ranger (£768) had been received since figures had been circulated.
Proposal: Approve invoices and proceed with payment Proposed: Clir Sugg Seconded: ClIr Wintersgill Vote:
All Agreed Action: Clerk to pay all invoices.
7.16 Clir Comstive arrived
24/139 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications
A 15/01000/0UT Location: Keyford. Nothing to report.
B 24/01850/HOU Location: 22 Tarratt Road Yeovil Somerset BA20 2LJ Application: Demolition of existing
garage & single storey rear extension to be replaced with new single storey and a two-storey extension at side
and rear with associated internal alterations:
Clir Costello raised concerns about the roof tiles and suggested that they should be more in keeping with
properties in the surrounding area. Clir Mead questioned the possibility of overlooking to the rear of the
property, however it was thought that the distance between the boundary and the rear property was
acceptable and also the trees could provide some screening. A number of Clirs questioned the proposed
window on the southern elevation again with concerns of overlooking. The applicant said that they would be
happy to forego the window, if required. Cllr Comstive felt the proposed extension was very large and asked if
the applicant had done a pre app. The applicant advised they had not. Clir Warwick-Mortimer suggested that
there should be increased parking from 3 space to 4 and also expressed questioned the cladding on the
Southeast Elevation. Proposal: The application appears to comply with Policy ECH2 General Housing
Consideration of the ECPC Neighbourhood Plan, however ECPC would like to see the removal of the large
window on the South West Elevation, an extra parking space included and would request that the roof tiles are
sympathetic and fit in with the surrounding properties. With these matters addressed, ECPC are happy to
support this application. Proposed: Clir Sugg Seconded: Clir Costello Vote: 8 in favour 2 abstentions Action:
Clerk to notify SC Planning
7.25 Clir Hewitson and 2 members of the public left
24/140 Memorial Requests and correspondence. None received this month
24/141 Matters for discussion and resolution:

1. Defibrillator at the Helyar: Cllr Wintersgill advised that the landlord has suggested the defibrillator is
probably best placed on the back wall of the skittle alley, however this is still to confirmed. Grant
applications for a defibrillator are not available until October so ClIr Sugg will keep an eye out and will
apply as soon as the grant funding opens. Cllr Sugg advised that the mobile defib which was donated,
has had a new battery fitted which should last for 3-4years. This was very kindly obtained by a



Parishioner. Cllr Sugg said the device needed to be kept inside and suggested that the Village Café
may be an ideal place. Clirs all agreed subject to the Village Café being happy to house it there. Clir
Sugg will speak with them.

2. Village Footpath repairs. Cllr Walker had submitted a proposal regarding footpaths which
had been circulated prior to the meeting. He spoke about the need for repairs to be made to
the footpaths at Back Lane, the top of Burton Lane and at the far end of Tellis cross Y9/36,
where the bridge crosses the stream. Cllr Mead said he would tidy up the path at Burton
Lane and said that Back Lane would need to be dug out with a mini slue, and suggested the
Clerk contacts Mr Turner, who is a local contractor, to see if he could carry out the works.
There was a question raised over the ownership of the footpath at the far end of Tellis Cross
with a suggestion this may belong to the owner of Hymerford House so it was proposed the
Clerk writes to the owners in the first instance. Actions: Clirs agreed to Clerk contacting Mr
Turner about the works at Back Lane and are happy for the work to proceed as long as the
cost does not exceed £1000. They were also happy for the Clerk to write to the owners of
Hymerford House. Action: Clerk to contact Mr Turner and owners of Hymerford House.

3. Village ranger hours: Clerk advised that she had spoken to the ranger about possibly increasing his
hours during the growing season as at present, there is no way all the necessary work can be carried
out in one day, particularly since Somerset Council are no longer undertaking many of the jobs they
have done historically. Clirs agreed. This would need to be budgeted for at the 2025 Precept
meeting.

24/142 To receive the Clerk’s report.

1. Audit Conclusion. Clerk advised that the audit had now been signed off and notice of this had been
put on the ECPC web site and village notice boards. ClIrs thanked the Clerk for all her work in ensuring
the audit was very smooth running this year.

2. Village Bins. Clerk advised that she has spoken to Somerset Council about the emptying of bins in the
next financial year. They suggested that merging 1 dog bin and 2 waste bins at the recreation ground
could reduce the collection fee (currently predicted at £7.82 + VAT per bin) and reduce from 3
collections, to 1 per week. She said that she was waiting on prices for larger multifunctional bins and
would hopefully have them by the next meeting.

24/143 Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council. Clerk had circulated a letter
prior to meeting from Adam Dance introducing himself. Clir Hodge requested that
the Clerk responded thanking him for his interest in the Parish.

24/144 To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.

a. Clerk advised an email was received re the possible felling of the large tree at the Natter Garden. She
advised that the land registry showed that neither the PC nor Somerset Council owned the land it
stood on, so we are unable to investigate its removal. She advised that she had shared all land
registry information with the Parishioner raising the question.

b. Email and call received re proposed speed reduction on A37. Clerk advised that this was not
something the Parish Council had any authority over however she has passed the feedback on to
Highways and to our Unitary Councillors.

c.  Cllr Cowen received a call from a parishioner re Bonfires in the village. Clir Walker advised that any
parishioner who has concerns over bonfires should contact Somerset Council directly.

24/145 Working Groups

1. The Pavilion Modernisation Cllr Comstive reported that the project plan was progressing well and that the

planning application was in the process of being submitted. An ecology report is required and quotes are
now being obtained for the next phase of the project. Clir Comstive will have a further update by the next
meeting.

2. Parish Communications: The date for the Village Nativity was agreed being Sunday 8""December. Clir
Wintersgill will send out a communication. Clir Cater-Uren to put date in newsletter and Clerk to
update website.

3. Cemetery. The final stages of the badger exclusion are underway. It is hoped by the end of
September this will be completed then the levelling and tidying up can commence.

4. LCN Nothing to report

24/146 Group Representative Reports

Primary School — CllIr C Warwick-Mortimer reported that the wrap around childcare at the school was going

well.



24/147 To discuss and identify Highways Issues. Clir Walker expressed concern about Moor Lane being wet
and rutty and said he would keep an eye on it.

Clir Comstive advised that there had been a large delivery truck virtually blocking the road at the Tellis Cross
development one morning which coincided with the busy school run. Clerk will write to the developer
requesting that any deliveries take place outside of the school run.

24/148To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger. Clerk requested that the ranger tidied up the play
area and fix the downpipe on the preschool.

24/149 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 9" October 2024. Christmas, defib,
daffodil planting and Nativity play.

Meeting finish 8.40pm

Minutes agreed at PC meeting 9™ October 2024



