
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 9th October 2024  

Meeting began at 7pm  

Cllr Cowen, Cllr Walker, Cllr Costello, Cllr Warwick Mortimer, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Mead, Cllr Wakely, 
Cllr Carter-Uren and Cllr Chauveau.   
There were 6 members of the public present. 
24/ 140 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Hodge, Cllr Sugg and Cllr 
Hall. 
24/ 142 There was a declaration of interest from Cllr Chauveau on item 24/146.a 
24/143 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 11thSeptember 2024 

Proposed:  Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Seconded:  Cllr Chauveau Vote: 8 in favour 1 abstention Action:  

Clerk to publish. 

24/144 Public Question Time 

(1) Members of the Public 1 Member of the public spoke on item 24/149.7 

The EC Pre-School manager spoke about the need for a new entrance door to be 
installed where the current window at the pre-school is, and preferably to include a new 
paved pathway to this door.  She said that the current entry, through the garden is fine 
in the summer months but is no good in the winter months as there is no shelter and the 
ground gets wet and muddy. 

(2) Unitary Councillors.  None present 

(3) PCSO advised that she had not yet had the chance to visit school at drop off and pick up 

time, but she will try and get there over the coming weeks. She said that there had been 

2 reports of criminal damage and arson, 2 thefts and 3 other offences in the month of 

September.  She was then called away. And left at 7.08pm 

0. Chairs Report:  Cllr Cowen thanked Cllr Hodge for Chairing last month’s meeting. He also 
thanked Cllr Walker for sending out the SID reports to Cllrs.  He advised that the works at the 
cemetery were almost completed and thanked Mr and Mrs Chauveau for the help and time 
that they gave us with this large job. He said without them giving permission to use their field 
the works would have been almost impossible. He also thanked the contractor and Cllr Mead 
for their time and said they did a wonderful job.  He advised that, on behalf of the ECPC, he 
had attended the installation ceremony of a new Vicar, the Rev. Philip Macaulay, in the Coker 
Ridge Benefice, which includes St Michael’s Church in East Coker. Finally, he advised that the 
Clerk was taking a week’s leave from 21-25th October and Cllr Walker volunteered to take 
care of the Clerk’s emails for that period. 

24/145 100 Club numbers were drawn.  1st 12 2nd 7 3rd 28 Action:  Clerk to advise winners and 

make prize payments. 

24/146 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
A     15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford. Nothing to report 
B     24/01865/COU Location: Foresters Arms Holywell East Coker Application: Change of use. Cllrs 
discussed this application and said whilst it was sad to lose this pub, it had been closed for nearly 6 
years.  The current owners have had it up for sale for over 2 years, but it had failed to receive any 
interest.  Proposal:  ECPC are happy to support the change of use application.                                                                    
Proposed: Cllr Cowen Seconded: Cllr Costello Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to notify SC Planning 
C     24/01771/FUL Location: Land at The Courtyard Coker Court BA22 9JW Application:  Erection of 
detached 2 bed single storey dwelling with access from existing driveway and associated parking.  
This application was discussed.  Cllr Costello said that the design of the property was very modern, 
and this is how a lot of new build properties are now designed, and he didn’t object to it.  Cllr Walker 
echoed this and said that it was new and adventurous and if this application was permitted it would 
barely be noticeable to the surrounding areas.  Cllr Mead said that it sat in the heart of a 



conservation area very close to a grade 1 listed building and nothing about its design was in keeping 
in with the village. Cllr Cowen noted that as the new housing quota set in the Neighbourhood Plan  
had already been exceeded this was a reason to reject the application. He also said that the 
proposed building materials were not in keeping with the conservation area.  Both Cllr Mead and Cllr 
Cowen said that it did not fit with ECNP ECH2 and Cllr Wakely said that he liked the design but 
appreciated that it did not fit the ECNP. Proposal ECPC is unable to support this application. With 
reference to our Neighbourhood Plan Policy ECH1 (page 24) the number of new properties to be 
provided in the parish up to 2028 was 54 and this has already been exceeded. With reference to 
ECH2 (page 24) ‘Applications will be supported if … where appropriate, they use materials and 
detailing that reflect local distinctiveness; notably local stone within the Conservation Areas of East 
and North Coker’. This application appears to be totally devoid of any attempt to meet this 
requirement., and therefore cannot be supported Proposed: Cllr Cowen Seconded:  Cllr Warwick-
Mortimer Vote: 5 in favour, 3 abstentions, 1 against Action:  Clerk to notify SC Planning 
D     24/01974/HOU Location: South Down Barn Pen Cross Lane Closworth. Application:  Erection of 
garage and store building, installation of replacement hardwood gates with stone piers and erection 
of new ham stone boundary wall.  This item was discussed it was felt that it was in keeping with the 
property and surrounding area and Cllrs were happy to support this application. Proposal:  ECPC 
have no objection to this application and are happy to support it.  Proposed: Cllr Walker Seconded:  
Cllr Wintersgill Vote: 8 in favour with 1 abstention Action:  Clerk to notify SC Planning 
24/147  Finance 
1.  All finance figures had been circulated prior to the meeting. Clerk advised that invoices from K M 
Dike £1,042.00 and Ranger £700.00 and JD Electrical £111.00 had been received since figures had 
been circulated and she was awaiting invoice from Claires Cleaning Proposal:  Approve invoices and 
proceed with payment.  Vote: All agreed Action: Clerk to pay all invoices. 
24/148 Memorial Requests and correspondence.  None received this month 
24/149 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

1. Defibrillator at the Helyar.  
Cllr Wintersgill advised that the landlord of the pub had confirmed that the defibrillator can 
be sited on the back wall of the skittle alley, and he is happy to pay the monthly electricity for 
this.  She also said that Dr Summers had offered to do the monthly checks on it. Cllr Warwick-
Mortimer asked if it was permitted to be sited there as she thought it was listed.  Cllr 
Wintersgill said she would double check.  Cllr Wintersgill advised that grants open for 
defibrillators on the 16thOctober with the BHF and she would put in the application then. She 
also generously added that if the application was not successful, she and her husband would 
purchase it. 

2. Village Nativity.  Cllr Wintersgill advised that this was booked for the 8th December to start at 
3.30pm and asked what Councillors would be available to help.  All Cllrs who were in 
attendance, said they would be available apart from Cllr Chauveau who may be busy.  Clerk 
advised she would apply for the Beveridge license. She also advised that this year there 
would be costs for generator, lights and fencing but she will get a quote and bring it to the 
November meeting.  Clerk suggested that this event could incorporate the switching on of 
the Christmas Tree lights.    Cllrs thought this would be a good idea. 

3. Christmas Plans. Cllr Cowen said he would speak to Cllr Comstive and see if we are able to 
get another Christmas Tree donated for the paddock. He also said we may need to get a new 
star but would speak to the electrician. It was agreed that we would hold the ECPC Christmas 
party at the Helyar Arms after the December meeting so the meeting would have to start and 
finish early. Cllr Cowen said he would book the pub if available. 

4. Willow Childcare contract.  Cllrs were asked if the Willows Childcare rent should be charged 
yearly or term time only.  They thought it only fair to do term time only.  Action:  Clerk to 
update Willows Childcare.  



5. Football Club fees.  Clerk advised that a rent review was due.  Cllr Cowen advised that it was 
normally increased by the rate of inflation (RPI 3.5% September 2024) this would take the 
annual fee from £2,840 to £2,940.  It was felt that this was a fair increase. Proposal:  increase 
annual fee to £2940.  Proposed:  Cllr Cowen Seconded:  Cllr Mead Vote:  All Agreed Action:  
Clerk to update football club and send invoice. 

6. Possibility of bringing forward the changes of entrance to the Pre School.  Cllr Mead said 
that whilst he understood the current entry was not ideal the Pavilion Modernisation will 
hopefully start in the spring and felt that we should wait until then.  Cllr Cowen asked if Cllrs 
thought it may be an idea to get quote for a new entrance. This was agreed and Clerk will 
contact 3 local builders and ask them to quote and hopefully have the figure for November 
meeting. 

7. Village Group Contracts.  Cllr Cowen had circulated all contacts prior to the meeting.  He said 
that these had been drawn up by himself and asked if people were happy with them, or 
would they prefer to get a solicitor to do them.   All Cllrs felt that the ones which he had 
drawn up were adequate. Proposal: That the ECPC accept the pavilion lease contracts as 
prepared by Cllr Cowen Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded: Cllr Wintersgill Vote: All agreed 
Action: Cllr Cowen will send them to the Clerk to distribute for signature.  

8. Play area survey suggested repair quote.  Clerk had circulated the quote for repairs to the 
play area for £767.00 she advised that this did not include the roundabout as this would need 
to have further investigation.  Cllrs said that the works need to be done and asked her to 
instruct contractor to proceed.  Clerk will ask for a quote to fix the roundabout when 
contactor attended to carry out other works. 

24/150 To receive the Clerk’s report. Cllr Mead emailed prior to meeting had asked Clerk to see if 
Councillors were happy to plant bulbs around the village stones.  Cllrs thought this was a good idea.  
The following volunteered:  Cllr Costello and one other Cllr would plant at Cullivers Grave, Cllr Mead 
and Cllr Sugg at Foxholes, Cllr Walker and Cllr Wakely at Halves Lane and Cllr Cowen and Cllr 
Chauveau at the sign toward Gooselade.  It was agreed that there would be 50 bulbs per sign.  
Action:  Clerk to advised Cllr Sugg that she can proceed and purchase 200 bulbs and distribute with 
follow Councillors for planting. 
Clerk advise that the Pavilion hand dryer was broken and could not be repaired.  She asked 
permission for this to be replaced at a cost of £155.   This figure was agreed.   Action:  Clerk to 
instruct contractor to proceed. 
24/151 Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council.   
Clerk advised she had received a letter from local MP Adam Dance asking for our opinion on the 
reopening of Chinnock Hollow.  Cllrs felt that they did not wish to comment.  Action:  Clerk to send 
our response to Mr Dance. 
24/152 To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.   

a. Email received about inconsiderate parking at the school at drop off and pick up times.  Clerk 
advised that she had been in contact with the PCSO and requested that she made her 
presence known in the village at these times and if she saw people parking inconsiderately to 
speak to them.   

b. Parishioner letter was received regarding possibility of reducing speed limits and putting 
speed bumps on many of our lanes.  Cllr Cowen will respond advising that unfortunately this 
will not be possible. 

24/153 Working Groups 
1. Pavilion Modernisation: Cllr Wintersgill advised that full planning had now been submitted and 

we await a response. There followed a discussion on the costs due now and the likely total cost 
of the project. Cllrs Wintersgill, Mead and Costello said these would be clarified after their next 
committee meeting on 30th Oct. 

2. Parish Communications. Cllr Wintersgill said she would be posting news about the cemetery 
works and the new defibrillators in the village. 



3. Cemetery.  Cllr Mead advised that the major earth works and tree removals had been carried 
out and we now needed to get quotes to reseed the area and make good the field next door.  
We will also have to get quotes for refencing, but the ground needs to settle first.  Action:  
Clerk to speak to ground maintenance team and get a quote for reseeding. 

4. LCN Cllr Wakely advised there had been an interesting presentation at the last meeting by 
Yeovil Town Crime Reduction Group.  He advised that Yeovil and surrounding areas had a 
total of 5 Police Officers and 8 PCSOs. 

24/154 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer had nothing to report. 
24/156To discuss and identify Highways Issues.  Clerk advised there had been a land slip at Holywell 
and this had been reported to Somerset Highways.24/157 To discuss and identify items for the 
Village Ranger.  Cllr Sugg had requested that the ranger is asked to do an extra half day a month 
from now until end of November to try and get on top of a lot of the works which need doing in the 
parish and this was agreed.   
24/158 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 13th November 2024.  Nativity, 
Defibrillator, Village buses  
 
Meeting finish 9.28pm 
 

Chair……………………………………………………..       Clerk ………………………………  


