
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 13th November 2024  

Meeting began at 7pm  
Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Walker, Cllr Costello, Cllr Warwick Mortimer, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Mead, 
Cllr Wakely, Cllr Carter-Uren, Cllr Sugg and Cllr Chauveau.   
There were 15 members of the public present. 
24/ 159 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Comstive & Cllr Hall. 
24/ 160 There was a declaration of interest from Cllr Chauveau on item 24/165. a.  Cllr Sugg & Cllr 
Mead 24/165. c. 
24/161 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 9th October 2024 

Proposed: Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Seconded:  Cllr Wakely Vote: 9 in favour 2 abstentions due to 

none attendance at the Oct meeting. Action:  Clerk to publish. 

24/162 Public Question Time 

(1) Members of the Public. There were a large number of public members who attended 

and 3 spoke in opposition to planning application 24/02237/OUT.  1 member of the 

public spoke in Support of item 24/02333/LBC/24/02332/HOU 

(2) Unitary Councillors.  Cllr Hewitson advised members of the public that he was always 

contactable if they had any questions or concerns about anything Somerset Council 

related.  He advised there was a consultation taking place regarding parish/town 

boundaries.  Clerk advised that this topic was on the December agenda. 

24/163 Chairs Report.  Cllr Cowen thanked Cllr Walker for monitoring the Clerks emails when she 

was on holiday in October. 

24/164 100 Club numbers were drawn.  1st 1 2nd 4 3rd 22 Action:  Clerk to advise winners and 

make prize payments. 

24/165 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
a   15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford.  Cllr Cowen advised that the planning permission previously 
granted for this application had run out, so the developer has applied again..  Cllr Cowen had had a 
meeting with Unitary Cllr Oliver Patrick who said that the planning application was going to 
committee in April 2025 and that there was still an opportunity to possibly make small changes.  He 
also suggested organising a village meeting at the Village Hall.  Clerk to contact Village Hall bookings 
to see availability of Hall in late February.  
B   24/02237/OUT Location: Land at Halves Lane East Coker Yeovil Somerset Application:  Outline 
Planning Permission with some matters reserved for the erection of 14 flexible light industrial 
commercial units. Cllr Cowen asked if any Cllrs felt they wished to support this application.  No Cllr 
supported it.  Cllr Cowen advised that there were 73 objections online.  He advised that ECPC had 
engaged a planning consultant to write a detailed response giving many reasons as to why this 
application should not be approved, if this application was voted against, and suggested this should 
form the basis of the council’s agreed response.  He then opened the floor up for discussion.   Cllr 
Mead said that this was very close to a conservation area and should not be permitted.  He also said 
the width of the proposed entrance of 6ms was not sufficient for large vehicles or tractors especially 
if there were always cars parked on the opposite side of the road.  Cllr Sugg said that that area was 
very much known for flooding and putting units on that area would just exacerbate this. Cllr Hodge 
said that there were currently 2 units available in the Sawmills business park opposite and also 
numerous ones in Yeovil and whilst ECPC support new businesses, there is no need for further units 
in the village. Cllr Walker said many families park at the village hall and walk on Halves Lane to gain 
access to the school. He said the roads were already hugely congested at School drop off and pick up 
times and by allowing this development it would cause even more.  He said it was dangerous already 
and this development would just make things even worse.   He also showed to the meeting data 
collected from the Speed Indicating Device (positioned in Halves Lane, next to the proposed site) 



which showed the peaks in vehicle activity during the school runs and the numbers of vehicles 
involved.  These peaks would coincide with the likely times that vehicles would be accessing/leaving 
the proposed site causing huge safety concerns for pedestrians and inevitable traffic congestion in 
the road outside the school due to parked cars making it single track.   
Proposal:  ECPC strongly object to this application and believe this site is unsuitable for several 
reasons: 1) Increased traffic leading to congestion and road safety issues 2) Detrimental to the visual 
landscape and integrity of two distinct villages 3) Exacerbating a known flood area 4) Close proximity 
to East Coker school and the village hall which are already heavy traffic generators and subject to 
congestion at peak times 5) Business Case.  There is no proven requirement for extra business units 
in the Parish and there are numerous existing and planned business sites available in nearby Yeovil, 
some with ground already prepared. 6) Design. The buildings proposed are of a design, scale and 
mass which does not complement the location or the village and nor do they use materials that 
reflect and respect the nearby conservation areas. Proposed:  Cllr Chauveau Seconded:  Cllr Wakely 
Vote: All Agreed Action:  Cllr Cowen to send amended report to Clerk and she will submit to 
Somerset Planning. 
11 members of the public left and Cllr Mead and Cllr Sugg stood down for the next item 
C   24/02270/LBC Location: North Coker House, The Entrance Lodge Yeovil Road East Coker 
Application:  Erection of porch to west elevation.   Cllr’s had no objection to this application and 
were happy to support it. 
Proposal:  ECPC have not objections to this application Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded: Cllr Carter-
Uren Vote:  8 in favour 1 abstention Action:   Clerk to update planning 
D   24/02333/LBC/24/02332/HOU Location: Walnut Cottage, Coker Marsh East Application: Listed 
building consent for single storey extension, internal alterations to the cottage, one full height new 
opening in the store on the north elevation and retrospective approval of a wood burning stove, flue 
and terminal, double and secondary glazing. Cllr Sugg said that she would be happy to support this 
application.  She said it was bringing the house up to date and turning it to a comfortable family 
home.  Cllr Mead said that it was very much in need of updating and this application was 
sympathetic to the property. 
Proposal:  ECPC are happy to support this application as it will turn it into a comfortable family 
home.  Proposed:  Cllr Sugg Seconded:  Cllr Warwick Mortimer Vote: All Agreed Action:  Clerk to 
update planning. 
24/166 Finance 
All finance figures and budget sheets had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Hodge ran 
through the budget sheet and asked Cllrs if they had any questions.  Cllr Mead questioned the 
amount which had been spent on hedge and verge cutting and clerk said she would investigate.  Cllr 
Cowen asked Cllr’s if they were happy with the monthly figures. 
Proposal: Clerk to pay all invoices Proposed:  Cllr Costello Seconded: Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Vote:  
All agreed Action: Clerk to pay all invoices.   

1. Agree a date for the budget and precept meeting in January 2025.  Date for precept meeting 
was set for 22nd January 2025. 

24/167 Memorial Requests and correspondence.  Clerk asked for approval for a second inscription 
on an existing head stone to remember the late Clare Sibyl Elizabeth Beddoes Proposed: Cllr Mead 
Seconded: Cllr Chauveau Vote: All Agreed and Mr Paul Sheppard Proposed: Cllr Wakely Seconded: 
Cllr Wintersgill Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to update stonemason. 
24/168 Matters for discussion and resolution: 
1. Defibrillator at the Helyar. Cllr Wintersgill advised that the application for a fully funded 

defibrillator had been submitted and we were waiting for a response. 
2. Village Nativity.  Cllr Sugg has written the play for this year.  Cllr Wintersgill asked for a budget of 

£625.  This figure was agreed Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr Walker Vote All Agreed.  
Cllr Chauveau said that the Webmaster has advised that in order to be able to sell tickets online 
that there needed to be a payment platform.  He recommended Stripe or PayPal but said that he 



used Stripe, and it was easy and reliable.  He would charge £100 to do all the work to set up 
online ticket sales. Cllrs accepted his charge and recommendation and agreed to using Stripe.  
Cllr Chauveau will update him.  Cllr Chauveau also advised that he will monitor the online ticket 
sales FOC as it was to raise money for the Pavillion modernisation.   Cllr Chauveau said that Dag 
Design were going to print flyers and that she would need all councillors to help with delivering 
them.  Cllr Wintersgill will WhatsApp Cllrs the list of areas that were covered last year so they 
can repeat them.  Clerk advised that the liquor license she had obtained stated it was for a 
maximum of 100 people only. Cllr Warwick-Mortimer looked online and the information said a 
temporary license was up to 500 people, so Clerk will query this with licencing. 

3. Quote for new entrance into preschool.  Clerk advised only 2 out of 3 quotes which were 
requested had come through one for £3,950 and the other for £2,400.  Cllr Costello advised he 
had met the contractors on site and they had both advised that the door would be better placed 
at the far end of the preschool as if a door was installed where the current window was there 
would need to be a new lintel, which would increase the costs.  Cllr Sugg said putting it on the 
far end would very much open the building up to the elements as there was no shelter there.  It 
was suggested that a new path was put in leading around the back of the preschool.  This would 
allow clean access until the Pavilion Modernisation was done and then a new entrance would be 
created.  Cllr’s thought this was a better idea, so Cllr Costello will get a quote and if it comes in 
under £1,500 the Clerk will instruct for works to go ahead.  Vote All agreed. 
4 members of the public left 

4. Clerk advised that the quote to repair the roundabout had come in at £998 + VAT and to remove 
and make area good was £590.  It was felt that it should be repaired.  Action:  Clerk to instruct 
contractor to repair it. 

5. Village bus routes.  Cllr Carter-Uren reported that the much-needed bus services to the parish 
may be cut early next year due to funding shortages.  She requested that Cllr Wakely brings this 
up at the next LCN meeting, which he agreed to do, and Cllr Carter-Uren said she would write to 
our Unitary Councillors. 

24/169 To receive the Clerk’s report. The Clerk advised that she had been in contact with SC about 
the damage to the fencing and bridge in North Coker and they would consider who would carry out 
and pay for repairs. The request she had put in for Tree Preservation Orders for trees in Tellis Cross 
had been delayed by the Council until they have recruited a Tree Planning Officer. She had also been 
able to get the Highways department to remove all extraneous signs that have been left in the 
parish. 
24/170 Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council.   Clerk advised she had completed a 
questionnaire about the local plan and submitted it to Somerset Council.  
24/171To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.   

1. Dog faeces on the football pitches.  The football club had been invited to the meeting but 
had not attended.  It was decided that the chair and Cllr Hodge would request a meeting 
with them. 

2. Clerk advised that there had been an email complaining about the number of cars and the 
amount of football matches which were held on the 10thNovember. Also, the rough state of 
the football pitches and costs involved with the maintenance.  Clerk advised that she had 
responded to this email.   

24/172 Working Groups 
1. Pavilion Working Group 

Cllr Hodge reported that a quantity surveyor quote has been received and is being discussed 
and reviewed with Boon Brown. The working group will be meeting again on 26th November 
to discuss the next steps with a view to presenting a full update to the PC either at the Dec 
meeting if there is time or in January. 



2. Parish Communications: Cllr Chauveau advised that there had been some technical issues 
with the website, but this was being worked on.  She and Cllr Wintergill would work together 
to advertise the village nativity. 

3. Cemetery. The quote for the reseeding and completion of works maintenance came to £790 
which Cllrs agreed.  But Cllr Cowen advised that these works would not now be carried out 
until the spring when the ground had stabilised and the temperature had warmed sufficiently 
for growth. Cllr Comstive (not present) had previously proposed a final topographical survey 
should be carried out to identify all future burial plots and that these should be marked with 
markers in the grass. The Cllrs agreed with the survey as long as it would not cost more than 
£500 but did not agree with markers as they would make mowing difficult. 

4. LCN Nothing to report. 
24/173 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer had nothing to report but would ask if the school would 
make a comment on the planning portal regarding the Halves Lane planning application. 
24/174 To discuss and identify Highways Issues.   
24/175 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.   
24/176 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 11th December at the earlier 
time of 6.00pm.  
24/177 To discuss and resolve the following topics; 
Resolution sought to exclude the public (Non-Parish Council Members)  
Meeting finished 9.51 pm 
 
 
 


