
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2025  

Meeting began at 7pm 
Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Walker, Cllr Costello, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Mead, Cllr Hall, Cllr Sugg, Cllr 
Warwick-Mortimer. 
25/01 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Wakely, Cllr Carter-Uren, 
Cllr Comstive & Cllr Chauveau.  Clerk joined via phone due to weather conditions. 
25/02 There were no declarations of interest  
25/03 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 11th December 2024 

Proposed: Cllr Sugg Seconded: Cllr Wintersgill   Vote: 8 in favour with 1 abstention Action:  Clerk to 

publish. 

25/04 Public Question Time 

1. Members of the Public There were no members of the public present 

2. Unitary Councillors.  There were no Unitary Councillors present 
25/05 Chairs Report.  Cllr Cowen thanked Cllr Costello for coordinating the instillation of a new path 
to the pre-school.  Cllr Sugg advised that the gentleman who has always carried out the monthly 
check of the defibrillators has sadly had an accident so would not be able to carry out the checks 
anymore and a new suitably qualified person would need to be found.    
25/06 Club numbers were drawn.  1st   2  2nd  13  3rd  1   Action:  Clerk to advise winners and make 

prize payments. 

25/07 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
a   15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford.  Cllr Cowen advised that there needed to be a new working 
group formed.  He advised that Cllr Walker had volunteered already.  Cllr Sugg and Cllr Warwick -
Mortimer also volunteered and Cllr Cowen also said he would be on it.  Cllr Walker agreed to be 
Chair of the group and will set up a WhatsApp Group.  It was suggested that Barwick and Stoford PC 
representatives could be invited. Cllr Cowen asked if a Village Meeting needed to be organised but it 
was generally felt that as there is little to be contributed to the planning process at this stage there 
was no point. However the ECPC needs to keep the parish informed with the latest information so 
would use the website, newsletter and email shots to do so. Action: Clerk will forward Cllr Walker B 
& C PC contact details. 
b   24/01932/HOU Location: Burton Cottage Farm Higher Burton Road Application: Erection of a 
replacement workshop/carport and summerhouse.   Cllrs felt that this application, should it be 
permitted, was suitable and would enhance the property. 
Proposal:  ECPC have no objections and see this application as  improving the property.  Proposed: 
Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Seconded: Cllr Sugg Vote: All agreed Action:  Clerk to update planning. 
25/08 Finance 
All finance figures had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Cowen asked for agreement for both 
the figures from January and also December to be signed off.  Proposed: Cllr Wintersgill Seconded:  
Cllr Costello Vote:  All agreed.  Action:  Clerk to pay invoices 
25/09 Memorial request to remember the late Peter Denney was received.  Proposal:  Cllr’s have no 
objection.  Propose:  Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr Sugg Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to update stone 
mason.    
25/10 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

1. Village Bins.  Clerk advised that she had been advised by Somerset Council that as of the 1st 
April 2025 every bin owned by the PC would have a £6.50 +vat charge applied for emptying.  
She advised that the PC owned 5 bins, 3 of which are at the recreation ground.  Clerk 
proposed that the 2 rubbish bins and the dog waste bin by the gate were removed and 
replaced with a dual-function bin so there would then only be 1 collection fee there.  She 
had circulated details of multi-use bins prior to the meeting and Cllrs agreed that the one for 
£ 599+vat would be the best option and asked the clerk to go ahead and order.  There was 



much discussion about where to put the new bin, but it was decided that location would be 
agreed another time.  Proposal:  Clerk to purchase new bin.  Proposed:  Cllr Mead 
Seconded:  Cllr Warwick-Mortimer Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to place order and agree 
bins to be emptied with SC. 

2.  Nativity play wash-up.  Cllrs discussed points of feedback, both positive and negative, that 
would be useful if a similar event is held in the future.  Cllr Hodge advised that the function 
had raised approximately £1,200.  Cllr Sugg asked the Clerk to write to Penmill Scaffolding as 
they very kindly built the stage at no charge.  She also thanked Clive Wakely as he very kindly 
paid for the generator and the lighting. Action:  Clerk to write a thank you to Penmill 
Scaffolding. 

3. Agree date for the village meeting in May.  Clerk advised that the only dates in May which 
the Village Hall is available for are the 22nd and the 26th.  Few Cllrs couldn’t do the 26th but 
the Chair  would find it difficult to do either date so the Clerk was asked to check the 10th 
April.  She will find out if that date is available. 

4. Discuss extra expense for repair of the roundabout.  Clerk advised that when the 
roundabout was dismantled for repair there were other parts which needed to be replaced.  
These will be a further £838.  To remove the roundabout would cost £590 and to replace 
with a new one would be in excess of £6,000.  Proposal: This piece of equipment is an 
integral part of the Play Area and it should be repaired.  Proposed:  Cllr Sugg Seconded: Cllr 
Walker Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to advised contractor to proceed with repair. 

25/11 To receive the Clerk’s report.  Clerk advised that she still had a lot of leave left and asked to 
take off 28th,29th30th January, 18th 19th 20th February and 18th 19th 20th March.  Cllr Wintersgill said 
she would cover the week in January, Cllr Walker the February week and Cllr Warwick Mortimer in 
March. 
25/12 Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council.    Clerk advised that a letter had been 
received from SC advising that the Community Asset for St Margaret’s Hospice has expired.  This 
happens after five years.  She advised that this could be applied for again and the Cllrs asked her to 
do so, providing there were no costs.   
25/13 To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.  Clerk advised she had received an email 
about blocked drains at Burton, but advised this had already been passed to the Ranger to look at 
and try and clear.  
25/14 Working Groups 

1. Pavilion Working Group:  Cllr Hodge advised they had had two meetings since the last ECPC 
meeting in December. She said that we are still waiting on planning to be granted. At the last 
meeting Cllr Costello had introduced a Project Management Consultant who is very 
experienced in the tendering and specification process.  Cllr Hodge advised that the working 
group had unanimously voted to use his services initially for the tendering, analysis of 
tenders and award process.   

2. Parish Communications Cllr Wintersgill asked if anyone had any frosty pictures which could 
be put on the website. 

3. Cemetery Clerk advised that Somerset Council had stopped emptying the bin at the cemetery 
and if we wanted it emptied we would now get charged.  Cllrs agreed that the bin should be 
removed.   Cllr Sugg will ask the Ranger to dispose of  the bin.  A sign will be put up in its 
place advising people of its removal.  Cllr Hodge said she would provide wording and the 
Clerk should order a suitable sign to be made. 

4. LCN Cllr Wakely was not present. 
25/15 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer had nothing to report. 
25/16 To discuss and identify Highways Issues.  Cllr Walker received an email from a parishioner 
regarding a slipped curb beside the Paddock.  He advised he had moved it.  Clerk advised that she 



will email Somerset Council again regarding the repair/reseating of a lot of the stones which border 
the street in East Coker.   
25/17 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.  Cllr Mead said that 2 new parts were 
needed for the drain rodsand these would cost around £50 and it was agreed for him to proceed.  
Clerk asked if Cllrs would like her to organise the annual jetting of the drains.  Cllrs agreed for her to 
do this and Cllrs Mead and Sugg will coordinate on the day. 
25/18 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 8th January 2025.  None as yet 
 
 
 
 


