
 1 

Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2025 

Meeting began at 7pm 

Chair Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Walker, Cllr Costello, Cllr Mead, Cllr Sugg, Cllr Chauveau, Cllr 
Comstive and Cllr Wakely. 
25/22 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Warwick-
Mortimer, Cllr Carter-Uren, Cllr Hall and the Clerk. 
25/23 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
25/24 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 8th January 2025 

Proposed: Cllr Sugg Seconded:  Cllr Hodge Vote: All in favour Action:  Clerk to publish. 

25/24 The minutes were approved for the precept meeting held on the 22nd January 2025 
Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr Walker Vote: All in favour Action: Clerk to publish 
25/25 Public Question Time 

1. Members of the Public. Two members of the public were present:  Mark and Ralph Barton from 

the Rapid Relief Team set up by the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church. RRT, a global operation 

delivers hope and relief to people across the globe in times of crisis from fire, flood or 

humanitarian need.  Locally, they have supported people in Somerset during the flooding.  They 

wanted to make the Parish Council aware of their services and have offered support in terms of 

local charity events with a BBQ Van.  Also hedge cutting and clearing.  Cllr Walker suggested they 

be involved in a Saturday Morning Litter pick in the parish. 

2. Unitary Councillors.  Cllr Hewitson delivered his monthly report. He spoke of budget setting - 
which has to be completed by 6 March 2025; the budget gap which could be as much as 
£200million by 2028-29; the restructuring of staff with 1 in 4 officers departing - however, the 
Highways dept will be protected at this time. He confirmed the Council Tax increase of 7.5% for 
households in Somerset, the extra 2.5% above the cap brings in an extra £9 million. He also 
talked about the soaring cost of social care.   
Cllr Sugg highlighted the issues with flood and road closure signs in the village. 
Cllr Cowen asked for an update on the bridge by Moor Lane with Cllr Hewitson responding that it 
was on hold for budget reasons. 

25/26 Chair’s Report.  Cllr Cowen attended two meetings since the previous parish council meeting.  

Further information was provided by Cllr Cowen on these later in the meeting.  

25/27 100 Club numbers were drawn.  1st   21     2nd   22     3rd    14    Action:  Clerk to advise winners 

and make prize payments. 

25/28 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford 
Cllr Walker reported no new developments at this time but suggested starting a WhatsApp group for 
the Keyford Working Group.  To be included in this group is a Cllr from Barwick & Stoford and B. 
Bennett (co-opted to the working group).  Waiting now for the result of SC Planning Committee 
meeting to be held this month.  
25/29 Memorial Requests:  None were received. 
25/30 Finance 
Cllr Hodge raised a few queries with the figures for February 2025.  Cllr Hodge will discuss and 
review them with the Clerk. 
25/31 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

1. Stream and ditches bordering Moor Lane 
The Clerk to write to Wessex Water expressing the Parish Council’s grave concerns over the 
hazard waste being deposited in the ditch by Moor Lane when the Sewage Works is 
overloaded by flooding in the area and backs up. The ditch has been blocked in some areas 
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and thus the untreated sewage does not flow away and floods onto the lane. This lane is a 
well-used public footpath, so this is a health and safety issue.      

2. Dogs and the playing fields 
It was agreed that the Clerk would organise for a new sign to be placed in the car park 
stating that: ‘While the football pitches are in use dogs must be kept on the lead, otherwise 
dogs may be banned’.  It was suggested that the Football Club help police the grounds when 
they are on site. Proposed:  Cllr Wakely Seconded:  Cllr Sugg Vote:  All in favour. Cllr Cowen 
advised that at the meeting with the football club they asked if the contract could be altered 
so that the month for the annual review of the fee could be changed from October to June 
and whether a cap could be placed on the amount of fee increase. The former was agreed 
but it was felt that putting a cap on the fee was not fair on the PC in case there were highly 
unusual circumstances. 

3. Proposed Use of Cemetery Chapel to Store Tables, Chairs and Outdoor Skittle Alley for EC 
Flower Show.  Timings to be confirmed. Proposed:  Cllr Wakely Seconded:  Cllr Chauveau 
Vote: All in favour Action: Cllr Sugg to discuss with the EC Flower Show Committee. 

25/32 To receive the Clerk’s report:   
The previous proposal to hold the Annual Meeting for all parishioners at the Village Café on 
Thursday 10th April was thought likely to be too expensive. As an alternative it was proposed 
to hold the meeting on the same date at the pavilion. Proposed:  Cllr Sugg Seconded:  Cllr 
Hodge Vote:  All in favour.  Action: Clerk to cancel café reservation and check with Willows 
when we can use the pavilion that evening. 

25/33 Correspondence from Somerset Council 
Propose that we support the Yeovil MP’s (Adam Dance) letter regarding YDH closure of Stroke 
Unit (HASU).  Proposed:  Cllr Comstive Seconded:  Cllr Hodge   Vote:  All in favour Action: Cllr 
Cowen and Clerk to send a letter of support. 
Flooding meeting held by Adam Dance on Thursday 13th February 2025 - Cllr Comstive to 
attend with report written by Cllr Walker and will report back at the next PC meeting on 12th 
March 2025. 
Concerns were raised at this time by Cllrs about poor drainage and the filling in of ditches 
locally – Moor Lane sited as well as the lane by Struan Farm.   Further concerns were raised 
with regards to signage not being removed after works completed such as ‘Road Closed’. 

25/34 To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.   
1.  Letter from St Margaret’s Hospice. Clerk had previously advised that the application forms 

for registration of the Hospice have been filled in and sent off. 
25/35 Working Groups 

1. The Pavilion Modernisation: Planning Permission granted.  Scope of works agreed.  Next 
meeting of working group on 19th February 2025 – minutes to be circulated to all Cllrs 
following that meeting. Cllr Costello asked the Parish Council if it would be acceptable to 
contribute £300 towards liability insurance for our contracted building consultant and he 
should add this to his next invoice.  
Cllr Mead suggested that commencement of the works should be June this year, so that we 
have the whole of the summer for the build in good weather. Discussion followed regarding 
the likely effects to the Pre-school, Willows and Football Club. Cllr Cowen had already let 
them know about plans as they stand and promised to keep them informed, but without the 
formal tender process being conducted and a contract being agreed with the chosen building 
contractor there are no further definite facts to pass on at the moment. 
Cllr Costello advised that a tender document is ready to be agreed and the tender should be 
initiated by the end of this month.  There will be a four-week response period after which, 
assuming they are within the terms and conditions and agreed budget, a contractor will be 
awarded the project.   
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Cllr Hodge suggested that, as fund-raising will now be a priority for the PC, a sub-committee 
be set up for this purpose and fund-raising should be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

2. Parish Communications: Cllr Chauveau confirmed that the website had been updated with 
the fresh news stories as well as events added to the village calendar.   Further discussions 
were had about starting a Facebook page, but several Cllrs were concerned about doing this.  
Cllr Chauveau raised the question of how best to advertise fund-raising projects for the 
Pavillion Modernisation. 

3. Cemetery: Cllr Cowen confirmed that he was waiting for advice from our Badger consultants 
about the return of the badgers in the cemetery.  He will update the council at the next 
meeting. The topographical survey is being carried out now and should be sent to us soon.  

4. LCN: Cllr Wakely advised that he had nothing to report at this time.  
Cllr Cowen had attended a meeting convened by SC to start discussions regarding a new Local 
Plan for the county. It was focussed on getting feedback from all interested parish and town 
councils as to what is felt to be the priorities and suitable locations for building large numbers 
of houses. This process will likely take the best part of a year. 

25/36 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – nothing reported as Cllr Warwick-Mortimer was not in attendance. 
25/37 To discuss and identify Highways Issues  
Cllr Walker repeated his concerns about the filling in of the ditch along Westfield Farm Lane by 
Westfield Farm which is causing the main road to Pendomer to erode.  The drain by the salt bin on 
Lodge Hill is full and needs to be looked at.  
25/38 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger 
Cllr Sugg to look at the lane by Struan Farm with the Village Ranger.  
Cllr Sugg reported that the Ranger was concerned about keeping the drains clear in the parish and is 
considering buying a jet power washer – he would be looking for interest from the parishes that he 
works for to guarantee him the work of clearing the drains so that he can afford the investment.  Cllr 
Sugg to find out more details and especially the likely cost to the parish but to tell the Ranger we 
may well be interested. 
The cemetery bin needs to be emptied and removed. 
Finally, in the Paddock there is a clump of mistletoe that needs to be removed along with other tree 
debris. 
25/39 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 12th March 2025 

• The arrangements & agenda for the village meeting on 10th April, 6-8 pm at the Village Café.  

• Cleaners contract and notice required when Pavillion works start.  

• Pavillion Fundraising. 

• Quotes for Garage Doors.  

• Sign off monthly finances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


