EAST COKER PARISH COUNCIL

Precept and Budget Meeting — 22"9 January 2025 7.00pm

25/18 No apologies were received, however Cllr Comstive was not present

25/19 Review the 2024/2025 Budget and accounts

A draft copy of the updated budget sheet had been circulated to Clirs prior to the meeting. Clir Cowen
handed the meeting over to Clir Hodge who explained that the Clerk, Chairperson and herself had had a
meeting in order to produce a preliminary budget for next year using figures calculated for the 2024/2025
financial year to date and the likely position at the end of March this year.

She then gave a line-by-line explanation of the budget sheet which showed that the Parish Council, as of
the 16™ January, had received an income of £99,121 of which £75,160 was the precept. By the end of the
financial year it was predicted that this will rise to £100,917. On the other hand the outgoings and
expenses are likely to amount to £87,588. She further advised that the predicted expenditure for
2025/2026 would be at least £88,700.

25/20 Discuss and approve budget and Precept for the financial year of 2025/2026

Cllr Cowen thanked Clir Hodge and opened the floor up for debate.

Many Cllrs expressed ongoing concerns regarding the financial state that Somerset Council is in and that its
drastic cutbacks were going to have a financial impact on the Parish Council.

Clir Walker asked if we should be making provision for further works such as potholes, drain clearing and
other maintenance works which SC would possibly not undertake in the future.

Cllr Sugg said that she thought any jobs which are inherited from SC now by the PC would never be taken
back by SC.

Clir Hodge advised that we would now be liable for any bin collections on PC land and as of April 2025
these would be charged at £6.50 per bin. She said that the Clerk had ordered a new muti-use bin for the
recreation ground to try and keep costs down. It was also noted that should the Pavilion Modernisation go
ahead as planned we would lose the income from Willow Childcare for the duration of the build.

Clirs asked about the re-planting of the Cemetery and Cllr Walker suggested that we could offer
parishioners an opportunity to purchase a tree with a memorial plague. Clir Mead agreed that offering
trees would be good idea, but he would not want to see memorial plaques as this could potentially make
the cemetery look untidy.

Clir Hodge reminded the council that as an extra expenditure in 2025 we had pledged our support to Yeovil
Town Council to help with running costs incurred for Octogen, Westlands Leisure Centre, Mudford Rec,
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Nine Springs Country Park and Yeovil Town CCTV and we needed to pay £2,500 in April 2025. This had
been supported by parishioners who had attended the Village Meeting in May 2024.

The Clerk said that although Tellis Cross Play area had not yet been signed across to the PC, when it was, it
would incur further maintenance costs - grass cutting alone would cost around £1,200 per year. She also
said that extra costs for the grass cutting at Lower East Coker Road and Sandhurst Road could also arise if
SC decides to cease this maintenance.

Cllr Cowen said that potentially we could have further consultation/legal costs for both the Halves Lane
planning application and the Keyford development. He said that whilst he always felt that, where possible,
he does not like to see an to increase in the precept, it was clear that this year it was needed due to extra
expenditure items and rising costs. He proposed a 10% increase which would equate to an extra £9 a year
for a Band D household.

Proposal: There should be an increase to the Precept for the financial year 2025/26 of 10% taking it from
£75,160 to £82,676

Proposed: Clir Cowen Seconded: Clir Hodge Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to submit precept request to
Somerset Council.

Meeting ended at 8.24pm
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