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Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 12th March 2025 

Meeting began at 7pm 

Chair Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Walker, Cllr Carter-Uren, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Warwick-Mortimer 
Cllr Costello, Cllr Mead, Cllr Chauveau, Cllr Comstive and Cllr Wakely. There was also 1 member of 
the public and 1 Unitary Cllr. 
25/40 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Hall and Cllr Sugg. 
25/41 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
25/42 Minutes were approved for the Parish Council meeting held on the 12th February 2025 

Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Wakely Vote: 8 in favour with 3 abstentions Action:  Clerk to 

publish. 

25/43 Public Question Time  

1. Members of the Public. A member of the public spoke about the TPO which had been 

unexpectedly placed on the large pine tree at Mill Close/Long Furlong Lane Junction.  He has 

concerns about overhanging branches, pigeon mess and also possible root damage to 

properties.    

2. Unitary Councillors.  Cllr Mike Hewitson delivered his monthly report.  He advised that 

Somerset Council now had got a budget and should be able to work to that for the next year.   

25/44 Chair’s Report.  Cllr Cowen had no report to give. 

25/45 100 Club numbers were drawn.  1st 4   2nd 3 3rd 25 Action:  Clerk to advise winners and make 

prize payments. 

25/46 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
A    15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford.  Cllr Walker said there was little to report as we are waiting 
for the SC Planning Committee to meet.  He advised that Cllr Sugg had stepped down from the 
working group and he had started a WhatsApp group for the rest   
B     25/00049/HOU Location:  14 Lower Turners Barn Lane Application:  Rear single storey extension 
and removal of old conservatory.  Cllr Mead said that this extension was at the back of the property 
and would not affect the neighbours.  Cllr Comstive said it would very much improve the property 
and proposed we pass this application.  Proposal: ECPC have no objection to this application and are 
happy to support it.  Proposed: Cllr Comstive Seconded:  Cllr Wakely Vote:  All Agreed. Action:  Clerk 
to update Planning. 
C     25/00310/COL Location: 15 Mill Close Application:  Lawful Development Certificate for 
proposed new roof to existing rear extension and garage conversion: Cllrs had no comment to make 
on this application. 
D     25/00499/S73A Location: Plackets Corner Yeovil Road, East Coker Application To remove 
Condition 04 (garage use) relating to planning application 22/01378/HOU; Erection of a double 
garage with a storeroom above within the existing/previous footprint of the old double garage (part-
retrospective).  Cllr Mead said that he did not support this application as, if this condition was lifted, 
it would result in the garage being turned into a residence.  Cllrs agreed.  Cllr Walker said that that 
area was very much overdeveloped already and if this condition was lifted it would potentially lead 
to further development. Proposal: ECPC object to the removal of Condition 4 (garage use) as it could 
lead to further development in a crowded area Proposed: Cllr Hodge Seconded:  Cllr Chauveau Vote: 
All Agreed Action:  Clerk to update planning. 
25/47 Memorial Requests None received this month 
25/48 Finance 
Agree all finance figures for March 2025. Proposed:  Cllr Wintersgill Seconded: Cllr Carter Uren.  
Vote:  All Agreed Action:  Clerk to pay invoices 
25/49 Matters for discussion and resolution: 
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1. Pre-School Rent review.  It was decided that due to the possible upheaval that the Pavillion 
Modernisation may cause we would not increase the rent for the Pre-School this year. 

2. Flooding in the village. Cllr Comstive and Cllr Walker had both attended meetings about 
flooding.  They reported that there was a “Community Enhance Drainage Scheme” grant 
which can be applied for to help with funds to alleviate flooding.  Cllr Cowen suggested a 
working group was formed to deal with grant applications and anything flood related.  Cllr 
Walker and Cllr Chauveau kindly volunteered.   

3. Possibility of replacing the football garage with storge container.  It was felt that shipping 
containers would possibly look unsightly, and we would be better to just replace the garage 
doors.   The Clerk will get 3 quotes for new garage doors for the existing garages and report 
back at the next meeting. 

4. Westfield Farm Lane – a collapsed ditch was discussed.  Cllr Walker advised that because the 
ditch is collapsed all the water runs out onto the lane and then out onto Lodge Hill.  This 
causes water to flood down Lodge Hill when it rains and when it freezes the road become 
icy. Cllr Mead advised that he had been out with a contractor to see what their thoughts 
were on solving the problem.  They suggested that a pipe is placed in the ditch to help move 
water away, however the cost of this would be around £3,800 and Cllrs felt this was not 
affordable.  Action: Clerk will contact Somerset Council and ask if there is anything they can 
do.  Unitary Cllr Hewitson will also take it up with Highways.:  Clerk also to contact Highways 
to see if they can help alleviate the problem. 

25/50  To receive the Clerk’s report:   
1. New bin at the recreation Ground.  It was decided that Cllr Walker would choose the new 

location of the bin and update Cllr Mead and Clerk.  Once the bin is put in place the ranger 
will be asked to remove the 2 refuse bins and the dog waste bin by the entrance gate.  

25/51 Correspondence from the Somerset Council.  
Email was received from SC advising a TPO has been placed on the Pine Tree at Mill 
Close/Long Furlong Lane junction.  Clerk advised that she had updated the Parishioner who 
had previously commented on it blocking their light.  She also advised that she did not know 
who had requested the TPO and was not able to find out from Somerset Council due to 
GDPR 

25/52  To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.   
1.  Clerk advised that an email had been received regarding flooding at Darvole which she had 

shared with Councillors.  Cllr Mead said that he had spoken to the tenant farmer of the 
adjoining land, and they had agreed to fix the drain and clear the ditch in the hope that this 
would alleviate the problem.  

25/53  Working Groups 
1. The Pavilion Modernisation  

a. Consider whether the Pavilion Modernisation project could be made into a charity.  Cllr 
Hodge said that this needed a lot more investigation and thought this should be 
discussed by the working group.  

b. Fund raising. This would also need to be discussed by the working group. But Cllr 
Wintersgill asked all Cllrs to think about any ideas for ways to raise much needed funds. 

c. Cllr Costelo advised that the Pavilion Tender was ready and had sent it to all Cllrs earlier 
that day.  He would like to get it live by the 18thMarch but the Clerk advised that there 
were strict rules to follow and that she would seek advice from SALC to make sure all 
aspects of the tender process were being done correctly. 

2. Parish Communications.  It was felt by all that the Annual Village Meeting should be moved 
from the 10th April to the 22nd May, in order to have more information on the Pavilion 
Modernisation Project to update Parishioners. The Communications working group should 
advertise on the ECPC website, the Newsletter etc and organise a banner for the bus stop. 
Posters could be placed on the village notice boards, in the Café and Farm shop. 
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3. Cemetery  
1. Cllr Mead advised that he had received a call from a parishioner upset that the bin in the 
Cemetery had been moved.  He explained that it was because SC would no longer empty it.  
Cllr Cowen said that he had installed a sign advising people to take their rubbish home,  
although some individuals were just leaving it under the sign. 
2.  Cllr Cowen has been in touch with Integrated Ecological Solutions about the badgers 
coming back into the cemetery.  He said that they are awaiting advice from Natural England 
as to what additional measures could be taken at this time... 
3.  Cllr Comstive had left the meeting, but he had had correspondence with a parishioner who 
has trees which they would like to donate for the replanting of the cemetery.  There was 
discussion as to where donated trees should be planted but in the end it was decided that 
this should be left to the Cemetery working group to decide.  
4.  Cllr Mead said that the fencing was now ready to be done.  He asked the Clerk to get 3 
quotes.  Cllr Mead said he would be happy to meet contractors at the cemetery to discuss 
what is required.  Action:  Clerk to contact 3 different contractors to obtain quotes.   

4. LCN.  Cllr Wakely will attend the March meeting and report back in April. 
25/54 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer had nothing to report but will warn the School that there 
should be no parking on the main road  while the resurfacing work is carried out in North and East 
Coker during the weeks starting 24th March and 14th April. 
25/55 To discuss and identify Highways Issues.  Clerk to contact Highways and ask if Somerset 
Council will be doing any ditch maintenance this year.  Also ask if the pothole can be fixed on the 
road beside the Tellis Cross Development. 
25/56 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger 
25/57 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 9th April 2025.   

1. Annual Village Meeting 
 
 
 

Agreed at PC meeting 9th April 2025 
 
 
 
 

 


