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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 9th April 2025 

Meeting began at 7pm 

Chair Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Walker, Cllr Carter-Uren, Cllr Costello, Cllr Mead, Cllr Sugg and Cllr 
Wakely 
25/40 Apologies and reasons for non-attendance were received from Cllr Hall, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr 
Chauveau, Cllr Comstive and Cllr Warwick-Mortimer. 
25/41 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
25/42 Approve minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on the 12th March 2025 Proposed: Cllr 
Walker Seconded: Cllr Wakely Vote: 6 in favour, 2 abstentions. Approve minutes for Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 26th March 2025.  Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Costello Vote: 8 in 
favour Action:  Clerk to publish both sets of minutes 
25/43 Public Question Time 

There were 5 members of the public present 

One member of the public spoke about three books which had been created by three parishioners 

on the history of East Coker parish. Two have records of what happened in the village during the 

Covid 19 pandemic in 2020 and the other is a historical and photographic record of East Coker 

events between 1945 and 2024.  They will be placed in Taunton Heritage Centre Archive.  The Clerk 

asked if she could have an electronic copy of the Covid 19 books which would be uploaded onto the 

website. 

One member of the public spoke in favour of planning application 25/00570/HOU and another 

member of the public spoke in favour of application 25/00550/HOU. 

Unitary Councillors were not present. 

25/43 Chair’s Report Chair advised that the Pavillon tender had been sent out and uploaded 

successfully onto the government ‘Find My Tender’ website and thanked Cllr Costello for his hard 

work and perseverance in getting this done.  He advised that an email had been received from the 

Lord Lieutenant asking if anything was being done in the parish to commemorate VE day.  He said he 

had not heard of any groups in the village doing anything and nor had any councillors. He had also 

been in communication with the Chair of the Village Hall Committee regarding an article in the local 

newsletter. 

25/44 100 Club number draw.  1st 26   2nd 22 3rd 24 

25/45 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications 
A     15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford.  There was nothing to report. 
B     25/00205/FUL Location:  Yeovil Court Hotel, Application:  Installation of 5 shepherds’ huts for 
overnight guest use, external decking, footpaths, sewage treatment plant and soakaway, 
improvements to existing access, creation of new permeable track, parking & turning area and 
associated works.  Cllr Hodge said that she could not see an issue with having 5 huts but would not 
want to see any more on that location.  She said it was in line with the ECPC’s commitment to 
support local businesses where appropriate.  Cllr Walker questioned if these shepherds’ huts would 
have disabled accesses as it is not apparent in the plans.  Proposal.  ECPC are happy to support local 
business as per the ECNP policy ECEM1.  However, there should not be any more than 5 on the 
proposed location and some should have disabled access.  Proposed:  Cllr Walker Seconded:  Cllr 
Mead Vote: All Agreed.  Action:  Clerk to update planning  
C   25/00571/LBC & 25/00570/HOU Location:  Veranda Cottage, East Coker BA22 9JP Application: 
Re-thatching, reinstatement of thatched veranda, render repairs, new vehicular access and new 
drive.  Cllr Cowen advised that there had been a site visit.  Cllr Walker said that he thought it would 
be an improvement and could not see any problem with the veranda or the driveway. Cllr Costello 
said that the applicants had worked hard to make this application in keeping with the local area.  Cllr 
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Sugg said that she thought it had been well thought out and that she would happily support this 
application.  Proposal:  The ECPC is happy to support this application.  The applicant has tried hard 
to adhere to policy in the ECNP.  Proposed: Cllr Walker Seconded:  Cllr Carter Uren Vote:  All agreed.  
Action:   Clerk to update planning. 
E 25/00550/HOU Location:  Jasmine Cottage, 10 Coker Marsh, East Coker Application:  Internal 
alterations to include conversion of existing garage into habitable accommodation and the erection 
of a replacement detached garage. Installation of a solar array to rear.  Cllr Mead said that there was 
a culvert where the garage is intended to be put and said that footings would not be possible, but a 
concrete pad would be.  The applicant was present and confirmed that he was aware of this already.  
Proposal: As the alterations are generally in keeping with neighbouring cottages the ECPC has no 
objections.  Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr Costello Vote:  All agreed Action:  Clerk to update 
planning. 
F 25/00621/FUL Location:  Land and Buildings at Hyde Farm, Sutton Bingham Application:  Extension 
to existing open canopy. This application was briefly discussed but Cllrs had no objections, and it was 
proposed that the ECPC is happy to support the application.  Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr 
Wakely Vote: All agreed Action: Clerk to update planning  
G 25/00516/HOU Location:  25 Wraxhill Road, Yeovil Application:  Enlarge openings on northern and 
southern gables; installation of glazed Juliet balcony; rendering of southern gable and removal of 
chimney.  Cllrs had, in the absence of any objections from neighbours, no comment to make and had 
no objection to this application Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded:  Cllr Wakely Vote: All agreed Action: 
Clerk to update planning 
25/46 There had been no memorial requests this month. 
25/47 Finance 
Agree all finance figures for April 2025. Clerk advised that insurance invoice and Viking invoice  had 
been received since finances had been sent out. Proposed: Cllr Carter-Uren Seconded:  Cllr Wakely 
Vote:  All agreed.  Action:  Clerk to pay invoices. 
25/48 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

1. Garage Quote.  Clerk advised that she had contacted 3 suppliers but only one had 
come back with a quote.  He had provided two different quotes: one for higher quality 
doors and the other which was for more basic doors.  It was proposed to proceed with 
the cheaper quote.  Proposed:  Cllr Mead Seconded: Cllr Carter-Uren Vote: All Agreed 
Action: Clerk to instruct contractor 

2. Cemetery Fencing Quotes 3 quotes had been received and it was proposed to accept 
the cheapest option which was with Key Contractors  Proposed:  Cllr Walker 
Seconded: Cllr Carter-Uren Vote:  All agreed.  Action:  Clerk to update contractor and 
ask him to contact Cllr Mead to arrange dates and access. 

3. Discuss Village meeting which is to be held on the 22nd May at the Pavilion.  It was 
decided that the Clerk would order a banner for the bus stop to advertise this event.  Cllr 
Sugg would purchase some wine, beer, soft drinks and some nibbles for refreshments.  
Cllr Costello would make a display board, Cllr Carter-Uren would make name badges 
and all Cllrs would use their Roles and responsibilities to make a display.  Clerk will also 
invite PCSO and Unitary Councillors. 

25/50  To receive the Clerk’s report:  Clerk advised that she would be on leave between the 
14th April and the 18th April.   
25/51  Receive correspondence from the Somerset Council.  

1.  Emptying of village bin quotes.  A quote was received from Somerset Council for 
emptying of the 3 bins in the village of £1,014 a year plus VAT.  Clerk advised that she 
had asked the Ranger if he could provide this service but he is unable to.  Action:  Clerk 
to update Somerset Council that quote has been accepted. 

25/52  To receive and discuss Parishioner Correspondence.   
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1. Clerk advised she had received a voicemail from a parishioner requesting to see 
Finances for 2024/2025.  She advised that she had left 2 messages for them but had not 
had any response. 

2. An email was received from parishioner requesting justification for raising the precept.  
Cllr Cowen had responded with a full explanation. This parishioner had also complained 
of a farmer using fields at Nash for dumping slurry/cow waste. Cllr Mead assured that 
this was normal practice. Cllr Cowen will advise this to the correspondent. 

25/53  Working Groups 
1. The Pavilion Modernisation Cllr Hodge advised there would be a Pavilion Meeting 

before the village meeting on the 22nd May. Cllr Cowen said he would introduce her to a 
representative from SALC to obtain a briefing of requirements for the parish council to 
apply for a loan from the Public Works Loan Board for part-financing of the pavilion 
modernisation project. As Cllr Hodge pointed out, a loan could not be applied for until 
the actual amount needed had been determined following the tender result. It is 
anticipated that the tender result and the preferred contractor would be discussed at the 
next ECPC meeting in May. 

2. Parish Communications.  Nothing to report. 
3. Cemetery Cllr Cowen advised that he is still waiting to hear from the Badger consultants 

what Natural England advise can be done to deter the badgers again. Cllr Mead said now 
that the contractor had been chosen he would liaise to get the fencing carried out as 
soon as possible. The Clerk should ask the grassing contractor to wait until the fencing 
was complete. 

4. LCN Cllr Wakely advised he attended an online meeting and had previously sent his 
notes to the Cllrs. 

25/54 Group Representative Reports 
Primary School – Cllr C Warwick-Mortimer was not present  
25/55 To discuss and identify Highways Issues Cllr Wakely said he was concerned about the 
blind summit near the cemetery as it coincides with the road narrowing to less than two lanes.  
He said that there needed to be signs in both directions saying warning of this.  Cllr Walker said 
that he had discussed this some time ago with Somerset Traffic/Highways but as yet nothing 
had been done.  Action:  Cllr Walker to contact Somerset Traffic/Highways. 
Cllr Walker advised that a school Wig Wag warning sign (solar powered) had finally been 
installed at Burton  
25/56 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger.  The drain on the sharp corners on 
Halves Lane is blocked again.  This has happened since some jetting had been done by 
Somerset Highways, so Clerk will contact them to see what the issue is and to get it cleared. 
25/57 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 14th May 2025.   
Tenders, Village meeting. 
Meeting closed at 20:45 
 
 
 
 
Agreed at meeting 14.5.25 
 
 
 
 

 


