Minutes for the Parish Annual General Meeting — 14th May 2025

Meeting began at 6.30pm

25/58 Apologies were received from Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Walker, Clir Hall, Cllr Wakely, Clir
Sugg & ClIr Comstive.

Clirs present were: Cllr Cowen, Cllr Hodge, Clir Mead, Cllr Chauveau, Cllr Warwick-Mortimer,
Clir Costello and CllIr Carter-Uren

25/59 There were no declarations of interest on items on this agenda.

25/60 Chair’s Annual Report. The Chair thanked the councillors for their hard work and
contributions to the running of the ECPC over the last year. He noted that the composition
of the council has not changed for some time which means we still have a good range of
skills and experience to call on and an almost 50:50 split of males to females. He also said
that if he were to be elected Chair for the 2025/26 year he thought there were areas where
we can improve.

Main achievements over the last year

1. Pavilion modernisation project. Major steps forward have been achieved by setting a
new budget, designing a building that incorporates all the important attributes
required but at a lower cost, obtaining planning permission for the new design and
running a successful tender to find a contractor. This year will be concentrated on
obtaining the necessary funding (including a loan from the Public Works Loan Board)
and getting it built. Focus is needed on keeping to a minimum any negative impact of
the building work on our various users.

2. The cemetery works started last year have, thanks to the humane exclusion of the
badgers there, been largely completed and it has transformed the openness and
outlook of the cemetery and importantly given us necessary space for graves well
into the future. Unfortunately, the badgers have chosen to return so the final works
to complete the job have been stalled while waiting to hear from Natural England
how we can proceed.

3. The Nativity Play held in the Paddock last December was again a great success with a
large audience of all ages and despite some unfriendly weather. We hope it could
become an annual fixture which will give parishioners something to look forward to
each year.

4. Planning applications are, as always, a major part of the council’s work and the Chair
believes this could increase with the government’s drive to build a lot more homes
around the country. Although one major application for business units to be
developed on a green field on Halves Lane was vigorously rebutted by the council
and parishioners, it still has not been given a decision by the Somerset Planning
department. We need to keep the pressure on to reflect the parishioners’ strong
feelings against this plan. The Chair felt that it would be useful for the councillors to
have a refresher training session to keep up with the ever-changing regulations.

25/61 Election of Chairperson. Cllr Cowen asked if anyone else would like to take on the

role of Chairperson, but there were no volunteers so he said he would be happy to stay as
Chair if elected. Proposed: Clir Warwick -Mortimer Seconded: Clir Chauveau Vote: All
Agreed

Clir Cowen asked if there was anyone who would like to stand as Vice Chairperson, but
there were no volunteers so Clir Hodge said she would be happy to do it Proposal: Clir



Hodge to be Vice Chairperson. Proposed: Clir Cowen Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All
Agreed
25/62 Items for discussion and agreement

1. To note any committees and their membership for the coming year.

Finance: Clerk & Clir Hodge

Pavilion Modernisation: Clir Hodge, ClIr Costello, Clir Wintersgill, Clir Mead, Clir Sugg, Clir
Hall, Cllr Comstive

Human Resources: Clir Hodge & Clir Hall

Communications: Clir Wintersgill, Clir Carter-Uren, Cllr Chauveau

Two other working groups were formed for Flooding Clir Walker & Clir Comstive and one for
Events ClIr Sugg, Cllr Chauveau and Clir Wintersgill.

2. Roles and responsibilities were discussed and allocated.

Planning: Clir Cowen, ClIr Costello & Cllr Comstive Recreation Ground: Clir Mead
Footpaths North: Cllr Sugg South: Cllr Walker Ranger: ClIr Sugg & Clir Walker

Website: Cllir Chauveau Cemetery: Clir Cowen, Clir Wakely & Clir Mead Tree Warden: ClIr
Comstive

Keyford: Clir Walker, Cllr Cowen, Cllr Warwick Clir Sibley (B & S PC) Binny Bennett

First Aid Kit: Clerk Defibrillators: Mrs Summers Communications: Cllr Wintersgill, Clir
Cater-Uren & ClIr Chauveau Highways: Clir Walker & Clir Mead School Rep: Clir Warwick-
Mortimer Christmas: Clir Cowen SID: Clir Walker

Action: Clerk to update and send to webmaster to update website

3. Standing orders had been circulated prior to the meeting and were adopted.

4. The Financial Regulations were adopted last month and there were no changes to be
made so Clirs were happy to adopt them.

5. To receive any amended Register of Interest forms. No Clirs had any changes to the
registers of interest forms.
Meeting finished at 6.51pm

Minutes for Monthly Meeting — May 14" 2025

Meeting commenced at the slightly earlier time of 6.52pm

25/63 Cllr Mead declared an interest on item 25/67.C.

25/64 To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting which was held on
the 14t™ April 2025 Proposed: ClIr Costello Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All Agreed Action:
Clerk to publish

7pm 2 members of the public arrived along with UC Hewitson and also Clir Carter-Uren

24/65 Public Question Time

Members of Public: 2 members of the public spoke in support of application
25/01002/0UT.

Unitary Councillors Mike Hewitson delivered his report. He also advised that Adam Dance
had raised the 6 Month closure of the Yeovil Maternity unit in the House of Commons
today, expressing his concerns that this may be closed altogether, leaving the nearest
Maternity units in Taunton and Dorchester and these are already at capacity.



25/66 Chairs Report Clir Cowen thanked ClIr Costello for making a new notice board which
he had sited on the wall of the meeting room in the Pavilion, and also thanked him for
painting a picture of what the new Pavilion could look like. Clir Cowen advised that he had
attended a meeting (set up by a concerned parishioner) with Mr Robinson, a member ofthe
Somerset branch of the CPRE, and spoke to him about the planning application on Halves
Lane. Mr Robinson advised that he would write a rebuttal of this application as it clearly
didn’t belong in the surrounding area and if a Somerset Planning Committee was held for
this matter that he would like to be one of the speakers. Cllr Hodge also suggested we ask
our planning consultant to speak at this meeting.

Cllir Cowen ask UC Hewitson if he had been given a date for this committee as ECPC wish to
attend. UC Hewitson advised that no date had been set yet.

25/67 100 Club. Monthly winning numbers were drawn. 15t 20 2"¢ 143 1 Action: Clerk

to advise winners and make payment

25/67 To discuss and make observations on SC - Planning Applications

25/68 Planning

A 15/01000/0UT Location: Keyford. Cllr Cowen asked UC Hewitson if he had any further

updates as to when the planning committee meeting would be held but he said nothing had

been set yet.

B 25/00975/HOU Location: 29 Sandhurst Road, East Coker Application: Alterations and
the erection of rear extension and loft conversion, with roof alterations and dormer
extensions. Construction of a replacement garage. This item was not discussed as sits
outside the ECPC boundary.

C. 25/01002/HOU Location: The Corner House, Burton Lane, BA22 9LJ Application:
Extension to garage and utility and alterations of flat roof to pitch roof. CllIr Costello said
that although this was a fairly large extension the site is big enough and it would not look
out of place. He also said that the applicant is intending to use roofing and building
materials which are in keeping with the current building. He added that it would very
much improve the building, and the extension would hardly be visible from the lane. He
said that he had no objections and proposed that this application was approved.
Proposed: Clir Costello Seconded: Clir Warwick-Mortimer Vote: All Agreed Action:
Clerk to update planning.

3 members of the public left

25/69 Memorial Requests and correspondence.

1. There were no memorial requests, but clerk advised that there is to be a funeral on
the 16" May.

25/70 Matters for discussion and resolution:

1. Coker Cockerels’ annual rent review was discussed, and it was proposed that no
increase would be made this year due to the possible upheaval that the Pavilion
Modernisation may have. Proposed: Clir Hodge Seconded: Cllr Warwick-Mortimer
Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to update Club

2. Final plans for village meeting: Cllr Mead advised he may not be present. It was
agreed that Clerk will transfer £200 into the events account and ClIr Warwick
Mortimer would purchase the nibbles and drinks. Clir Hodge and Clir Chauveau,
advised that they had wine glasses which they could bring



Cllr Hodge said that we needed to gain valuable feedback from Parishioners
regarding their thoughts on the Pavilion Modernisation project and that it was the
job of all councillors to write down what their feedback was. She said that this would
help when applying for any loans. She also asked all Councillors to speak to friends
and neighbours to try and get their thoughts on the project.

A date for the live nativity play in December was agreed for the 7t December, but it
was too early for Councillors to commit to helping. Action: Clir Chauveau to advise
Clir Wintersgill and Cllr Sugg and have website updated.

Discuss goal mouth repairs. Clerk advised that the groundsman had quoted to fill in
and seed the goal mouths. It was agreed that they could proceed once the football
season had ended. Action: Clerk to update groundsman and update football club.
Tellis Cross playing fields. Clerk advised that she had been in touch with SC who told
her that Tellis Cross play area is booked in to have 8 grass cuts a year. She also
advised that she had asked them to do an extra cut this month as it had been missed
originally and the grass had got very long. Clerk asked Clirs to be vigilant and report
if it was looking long and unkempt again.

25/71 To receive the Clerk’s report. Clerk advised that she would like to take leave
between the 26" May and the 30" and this was agreed. She also advised that a
payment from SC had been received of £934.91 for the Tellis Cross development.
The cover emailed advised that this was a reduced payment as there was no
Neighbourhood Plan in place at the time of approval. This is incorrect and the Clerk
will investigate this with SC.

1. The Pavilion Modernisation

a. Discuss and agree the winning tender. Cllr Costelo advised that the tenders
were opened on the 9™ May and there had been 6 tenders completed and
returned. These varied between £343,000 and £643,000. They had now been
whittled down to two contractors and our consultant is in conversation with
both regarding the finer details of their proposals. He hopes to report back
before the EGM on 22" May of his findings so the council can decide which
developer to instruct.

b. Budget discussion and approval was moved to EGM on the 22" May

c. Loan discussion and approval was moved to EGM on the 22" May

2. Parish Communications. Cllr Hodge said that further details of the Pavilion

4.

Modernisation need to be updated on the website on a more regular basis. If
possible after every PC and working group meeting.

Cemetery. Clir Cowen advised that he was still waiting for feedback about the
badgers at the cemetery from IES Consultants who have not been responding as yet.
Cllr Mead said the contractor who is doing the fencing at the cemetery, has said that
he would be happy to prepare the ground which is to be reseeded, as it is looking
very weedy and rough. He would charge around £150 for this. It was decided that it
would be better to hold off for a couple of months.

LCN Clir Wakely was not present so there was no report given.

25/72 Group Representative Reports

Primary School — Clir Warwick-Mortimer advised that she had discussed Keyford with the
Headteacher and the prospect of having a new junior school being built. Her thoughts are
that the formula used by the Local Authority gives a general idea of child numbers requiring
places against the number of houses being built. However, this is likely to be an



overestimate as it does not take account into the families moving to the new area that
currently live in Yeovil and whose children are already in school and she is very doubtful that
they will change schools. West Coker, Barwick, Holy Trinity and East Coker schools are all
under capacity. .

25/73 Finance

1. Review and approve the Year End accounts 2024/2025

2. Review Internal audit report 2023/2024

3. Review Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025

4. Review and approve the Accounting Statements 2024/2025

Items 1,2,3 & 4 (above) were moved to the EGM which is to be held on the 22" May

5. Discuss transfer of fund between accounts. Clerk advised that the precept money had
arrived, and it was proposed that £50,000 would be transferred into the 35-day liquidity
account and £10,000 would be transferred to the Pavilion Modernisation Project account
Proposed: Clir Hodge Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to transfer
funds.

8.07 ClIr Chauveau left meeting

To approve the monthly items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers.
Proposed: Cllr Cowen Seconded: ClIr Carter-Uren Vote: All Agreed Action: . Action Clerk
to pay invoices

25/74 To discuss and identify Highways Issues Clir Mead asked for agreement to instruct
the contractor to do the annual verge cutting. He said this normally costs around £1,200.
Clir Hodge advised this had been budgeted for so to proceed.

25/75 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger Clerk will ask the Ranger to
strim the bank by the bridge near the Saw Mills which is looking untidy and also ask him to
see if he can clear the ongoing problematic drain on the S bends on Halves Lane.

25/76 Agenda items for the next meeting which is to be held on the 12t June 2025.
Speeding on the A37 in the Red House area and ClIr Cater-Uren’s fund raising proposal.

Agreed at 11.6.25 meeting

Meeting ended 9.03pm



