
East Coker Parish Council Monthly Meeting Minutes  
8th October 2025 7pm at The Helyar Arms 

 
Attending Councillors:  Cllr Hodge (acting Chair), Cllr Costello, Cllr Mead, Cllr Wintersgill, Cllr Walker, 

Cllr Hall, Cllr Sugg, Cllr Haig & Cllr Chauveau. 

Apologies for non-attendance: Cllr Cowen, Cllr Carter-Uren, & Clerk 

25/148 Approval was given to accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting which was held on 

the 10th September 2025 Proposed:  Cllr Sugg  Seconded: Cllr Chauveau   Vote: For 5 Abs.: 4  Action:  

Acting Chair signed and Clerk to follow 

25/149 There were no declarations of interest  

25/150 Public Question Time 

(1) Unitary Councillors were not in attendance. 

25/151  100 Club number draw  1st   7  2nd 18  3rd  13 Action:  Clerk to pay and update winners. 

25/152  To discuss and make observations on SC Planning Applications   

a 15/01000/OUT Location:  Keyford  Cllr Walker updated that he is working on the paper 

requested by Chair at last meeting which will be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting. 

b              25/02180/HOU Location: 163 West Coker Road Application:  Single Storey Rear Extension 

and Internal Alterations to form Loft Conversion. Councillors discussed the application and 

acknowledged an online concern.  Proposal: To accept the application as it does not contravene our 

neighbourhood planning policy.  Proposed: Cllr Mead, Seconded: Cllr Costello.  Vote: All agreed 

25/153 To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the 

days after the agenda has been circulated and prior to this meeting.  Councillors discussed at some 

length the proposal from the church regarding access and necessary changes to the outside of the 

building. (25/01976/FUL: Access improvements to St Michael and All Angels' Church including 

removal of external porch doors, and installation of new internal automated glazed doors within 

church.) Cllr Mead welcomed the improved access but was concerned about the external doors.  

Plans appear to show existing doors being altered while the title of the application indicates removal; 

the council hope it is the former.  Proposal: Allowing for the heritage status of the church within the 

conservation area and Neighbourhood Plan ECCN1 the council are reassured by the input of 

concerned parties and are confident that they will ensure a sympathetic outcome.  Proposed: Cllr 

Hall Seconded: Cllr Wintersgill Vote: For 8 Abs.: 1 

25/154  Clerks Report September Planning Decisions  

25/01786/HOU 2 Broadacres - Application Approved.  

24/02237/OU Land at Halves Lane Application- Refused 

25/155 There were no memorial requests.  

25/156 Matters for discussion and resolution: 

 Discuss the opening of the new Pavillion – During discussion councillors suggested a topping out 

recognition ceremony with perhaps an official opening later in 2026 with better weather and 

surrounding grounds repaired.  Action: to be discussed at next meeting.  

25/157 Correspondence received from Somerset Council. 

a. Email received from Somerset planning advising no Planning Application extensions would 

be granted. 

Cllr Hodge noted that the Clerk had sensibly introduced point 25/153 to all future agendas to catch 

these late notifications.  Cllr Sugg suggested that perhaps a working group was required to ensure as 

little as possible escaped our attention.  Cllr Walker suggested residents should be aware of this 

change from county and encouraged to comment directly on the SCC planning portal.  Cllr Haigh 



noted that monitoring the SC planning portal would allow quicker knowledge rather than waiting to 

be told.  Actions: Clerk would endeavour to be proactive with SC planning portal and forward 

planning notifications to all councillors as soon as possible and Cllrs Mead and Costello would take 

particular interest to flag up to the whole council any of particular concern 

25/158  Discuss Parishioner Correspondence. None 

25/159  Clerks Report Written submission to inform councillors that she was working on the 

roundabout and access gate as contractors had suggested additional and unacceptable costs.  Cllr 

Hodge complimented her on her strong stance in this matter.  

25/160   Working group updates  

a The Pavilion Modernisation – Cllr Costello reported that the build is far behind schedule.  

Likely targets are currently to finish all plaster before Christmas shutdown to allow for drying off and 

then decorating after.  A meeting is in place to finalise on switches and power socket locations.  Steps 

are also being taken to achieve a possible central government ‘green initiative’ grant for the heat 

pump and solar panels.  Cllr Sugg wondered if this could fund batteries to help with power.  Cllr 

Costello will investigate this and their possible location. 

b  Fund Raising 

1.            Race Night – significant efforts from councillors involved have seen positive ticket sales with 

possibly more to come.  We now have the village hall from 3pm and all available are required to help 

with set up. 

2.            Nativity -- Cllr Sugg has put in significant effort and plans are in place with Willow Childcare 

providing the cast and an open invitation to other parish children to attend as angels or Wise ‘Men’.  

More details at the November meeting  

c Parish Communications - Cllr Chauveau reported that website work had been done for future 

events.  Going forward mass mailings will need to be done using a MailChimp system which would be 

more appropriate for the size of our list.  Cllrs Wintersgill and Chauveau to liaise with Dagg Design on 

this matter.   

25/161  Finance 

To approve the monthly items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers. In the 

absence of the Clerk Cllr Hodge agreed to clarify an entry for £450 on 2/9. Proposed: Cllr Costello 

Seconded: Cllr Mead  All agree 

25/162 To discuss and identify Highways Issues Cllr Mead repeated the councils ongoing frustration 

with the delayed repairs to the fence on Main Street.  Clerk to chase. 

Cllr Walker noted some hedges by the water treatment plant are very overgrown.  Cllr Mead 

explained that some are on 2 and 3 year cutting schedules to meet central government 

environmental requirements. 

25/163 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger  Already done but all councillors are 

encouraged to pass requests or photos to either Cllrs Sugg or Walker. 

25/164 Agenda items for the next meeting Nativity, Pavillion Opening, December meeting and 

Christmas meal. 

Meeting concluded: 8:57pm 

Next meeting: Wednesday 12 November 2025 at The Helyar Arms  (please note that alcohol may not 

be consumed during the meeting) 


