
East Coker Parish Council Monthly Meeting Minutes 

12 November 2025 7pm at The Helyar Arms 

Attending Councillors: Cowen (Chair), Chauveau, Costello, Hall, Mead, Sugg, Walker, Wintersgill 
Apologies for non-attendance: Cllrs Hodge, Haigh & Clerk.  Cllr Carter-Uren arriving later. (In the 
absence of the Clerk Cllr Walker took and wrote up the minutes.) 
25/166 Approval was given to accept the minutes of the PC meeting held on 8th October 2025.  
Proposed: Cllr Chauveau Seconded: Cllr Sugg Vote For: 7 Abs.: 1 
25/167 No declarations of interest 
25/168 a. A member of the public expressed their concern for the sheer number of books in the bus 
shelter.  Concern was that there were too many irrelevant books but mainly that the current 
positioning was a potential safety risk.  The council expressed their thanks for being notified and 
would try to find a solution. 
b. No unitary councillors were present. 
25/169 Chair had nothing to report. 
25/170 100 Club  1st 26 2nd 25 3rd 15  Action: Clerk to notify and pay winners. 
25/171 To discuss and make observations on SC Planning Applications 
15/01000/OUT Keyford  Cllrs Cowen and Walker attended an update meeting in West Coker hosted 
by SC and Charles Bishop Development.  Latest plans showed a reduction of house numbers from 
800 to 765 and additional details were provided regarding changes to surrounding roads.  Full plans 
are on the county website and comments are welcome up to 12 December.  No change to the CIL 
payments although it was suggested that Cllr Cowen should contact Mudford PC to establish their 
new position on this matter.  Cllr Oliver Patrick was at this meeting and made some salient points 
regarding networks and transport.  Cllrs decided it would be sensible to contact our planning 
consultant to see if he felt we should engage him for further action.  Action: Keyford Development 
Committee to meet and report back to the next parish council meeting with suggested comments to 
make. Cllr Cowen to contact Mudford PC and Simon Williams. 
19:23  Cllr Carter-Uren arrived.  
25/02413/HOU Location:  Redmead, Dorchester Road, BA22 9RB Application:  Removal of existing 
single storey extensions. Addition of new single storey extensions to side and rear with associated 
refurbishment and alterations. Addition of detached garage and external works.  Discussion: 
Although the plan is a significant increase in the footprint of the house it was felt there was good 
reason for it and as long as the trees were not removed it would not impinge on the views of the 
neighbouring houses. Proposal: To accept the application with no objections.  Proposed: Cllr Mead 
Seconded: Cllr Carter-Uren Vote: For: 9 Against: 0 Action: Clerk to advise SC of decision. 
25/02645/LBC  Location:  Hollybank Main Street Application:  Erection of single storey rear 
extension, internal alterations and increase height of chimney stack to comply with fire safety 
requirements.  Discussion: It was felt by all to be a necessary extension for this small dwelling and 
has been designed in keeping with the rest of the house and area. Proposal: To accept the plans as 
they meet the Listing requirements and those of the conservation area in the village.  Proposed: Cllr 
Walker Seconded: Cllr Wintersgill Vote: For: 9 Against: 0 
25/172  To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the 
days after the agenda has been circulated and prior to this meeting.  Interested public and parish 
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items 
that might be discussed under this item: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-
land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/ 
25/173  September Planning Decisions 25/02180/HOU 163 West Coker Road.  Permitted  
 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/


25/174 Memorial Requests to remember the late Ruth Trivett Discussion: There were no 
objections Proposal: Accept the memorial request Proposed: Cllr Sugg  Seconded Cllr Carter-Uren 
Vote: For: 9 Against: 0 
25/175 Matters for discussion and resolution: 
a            Tree at the recreation ground, beside pre-school. Only two quotes had been obtained so it 
was decided to wait for a third and put it on the agenda for the next meeting.  
25/176 Correspondence received from Somerset Council.  None known of in the Clerk’s absence. 
25/177 Discuss Parishioner Correspondence. 
a            Email received about the lack of visibility turning out of Mill Lane.  Cllrs understand this 
situation and the Clerk has already referred the matter to the SC Highways department.  
25/178  Clerks Report 
Agree Clerks Leave.  Agreed.  
Roundabout at the Rec.  Cllrs noted the continued efforts of the Clerk to resolve this matter.  As we 
have been assured the roundabout is still safe to use it was felt it would be best to leave as is until 
the whole play area is refurbished in the future. 
25/179  Working group updates  
a The Pavilion Modernisation – Cllr Costello reported that progress remains slow with 
handover now estimated at the start of February.  He had also been advised that because we are a 
council (and not an individual) and because the pavilion is not a new-build, we do not qualify for the 
anticipated grant towards the cost of the green heating scheme .  Kitchen measure up will be this 
Friday and it was decided to use Altro flooring throughout.  Cedarwood external cladding would be 
superior but it was felt the additional cost of £7000 put it beyond reach.   
b Fund Raising1.            Race Night Wash-up Unavoidably absent from the event the Chair 
expressed his thanks and appreciation to all who had contributed.  He had heard many positive 
comments from attendees.  The event raised £6,470.  Several ideas were noted if repeating it next 
year and this will be considered.   
Cllr Hall left. 
2.            Nativity Plans  Cllr Haigh had earlier reported that the primary school were considering 
providing a small singing group if enough teachers could attend.  He had arranged for a sound 
engineer to visit the site on Friday and  he had also found a possible option for live music.  The 
scaffolding stage is still being negotiated and all agreed a raised platform is very much required.  A 
meeting for all available on Wednesday 3 December at 6:30pm will be held in The Helyar Arms. 
Action: All Cllrs to continue to look for further participants and to comment on the draft script. 
c.             Parish Communications – Cllr Chauveau advised that the website is updated with nativity 
details and ticket sales are live.  In future production of the newsletter will be streamlined within the 
team. Action: Cllr Cowen to erect a banner at the bus stop; Cllr Hall to distribute tickets to café, 
Goose Slade Farm etc. 
d.            Cemetery – Cllr Mead hopes that the grass seed will take and an acceptable finish will be 
achieved although he had questions over the preparation work.  A proposal was made to prevent 
any future memorial trees in the cemetery as important space would be lost.  Proposed: Cllr Mead 
Seconded: Cllr Wintersgill  Vote: For: 8 Against: 0 Action: Clerk to note for future enquiries. 
e.            Christmas  - Cllr Cowen advised that a tree had been found and an electrician booked.  Due 
to unavailability of several members for the next council meeting it was suggested that the 
Christmas meal would be on Wednesday 3 December at 8pm in The Helyar Arms after the nativity 
planning meeting. Action: Cllr Cowen to agree and book with The Helyar Arms and to purchase a 
suitable star for the Christmas tree. 
25/180 Finance  
To approve the monthly items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers. – in the 
absence of the Clerk and Cllr Hodge this will be reviewed at the next meeting as there was a 
question over the Book Shelter payment. 
 CIL and S106 monies – Clerk had previously confirmed that these had been received. 



25/181 To discuss and identify Highways Issues Cllr Walker continues to monitor and report 
matters via the SC website. 
25/182 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger  Cllr Mead asked if the Ranger or grass 
contractor could cut the hedge inside the play area at the recreation ground. 
25/183 Agenda items for the next meeting which will be on the 10th December 2025 at The Helyar 
Arms. 
Books in the bus shelter 
Tree work at the recreation ground 
Nativity Play wash-up 
October finance figures to be approved 
 
Meeting finished 21:02 
 
 
 


